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REM ARRS on two CHARGES, &c. 


My Lo Rp, 


AVING lately met with, where I leaſt 
H expected any thing of ſuch a Nature, ſome 
Fragments of two Charges, delivered by 

your Lordſhip to the Clergy of your Dioceſs, my 


Curioſity led me to enquire after and peruſe the Per- 
formances throughout. Your Lordſhip's known 


Skill and Zeal in all the Branches of Church-Heral- 


dry, and Power, your profound Erudition, and 
exact Knowledge of all the Fables of the Ancients 
concerning Hobgoblins and Fairies; of their Whims, 
allegorical Reveries, and caballiſtical Dreams and 
Viſions, join'd with a warm and fincere, I can't ſay 
diſintereſted Concern for the Eſtabliſhment of T ythes 
and Orthodoxy, very much raiſed my Attention, 
Upon the Peruſal it appears that Liberty, would be 
in as imminent Danger from your Lordſtip's Model 
of Chriſtianity, as you apprehend the Church to be 
from the Progreſs of Liberty, and the downfall of 
Uſurpation, Tyranny, Superſtition, and ſpiritual 
Bondage. Without any ſervile Fear therefore, tho' 
were I to pay ſuch a ſlaviſh Reſpect to any, I know 
none that would be more de/erving of it than-your 
Lordſhip ; 1 ſhall examine ſome ot the moſt material 
Particulars contained in theſe Charges to your Cler- 


gy. Had either of them fallen ſooner into my 


Hands, it might have engaged earlier Animadvcr- 


ſions, 
B Probably 


* 


— 


Gli 

Probably it will be urged, tis Infidelity or worſe, 
to expoſtulate on any Points of this Nature with a 
Biſhop of the Church. *Tis allowed an awful De- 
ference is due to your Lordſhip, and thoſe of your 
Lordſhip's Character, whoſe peculiar Province is, 
to be in the right, and whoſe” Buſineſs is, never to 
be miſtaken. Theſe are Bleſſings of an uncommon 
Size, when held without the ab/urd Claims of Infal- 
libility. But ſtill as Chriſtians *tis our Right, as 
Proteſtants *tis our Privilege, and as Engliſhmen tis 
our Glory, that we dare judge for ourſelves in mat- 
ters of Faith and Religion. When we conſider our- 
ſelves under theſe ſeveral Relations, there can be no 
virtue in blind-folding our Underſtandings. Paſſive 
Obedience is equally odious in Church and State, 
whether it be to the Will of an arbitrary Prince, 
or the Dictates of a tyrarnical Clergy, I need offer 
no farther Apology for the honeſt Freedom I ſhall 
uſe in the following Addreſs to your Lordſhip. 

In the Introduction to your firſt Charge, *tis ob- 
ſerved, „that“ the good Providence of God re- 
moved you from your former Dioceſs to your 
„native Country.” I ſhall not take upon me to 
enquire whether it was a good Providence to your 
Lordſhip, or to the Clergy of that Dioceſs you 
were removed from, or to both together. But, my 
Lord, you mult allow me to be a little ludicrous 
upon proper Occaſions. It puts me in mind of a 
Country Clergyman, who, upon leaving the Flock 
committed to his Charge, obſerved, in your Lord- 
ſhip's Diale&, that the good Providence of God had 
removed him. A poor Pariſh-Boy took occaſion 
to alk the Reverend Ambaſſador, if Providence had 
called him to a %% r Benefice, or a more advanta- 
gious Situation. To the Letter be ſure, replies the 
Man of God; ſol concluded, ſays he, or Provi- 
dence might have called ever fo loud and long before 

you 
Charge 1. p. 2. 


. ava Bos 

you would have condeſcended to have given it an 
Anſwer. The Lad you'll admit muſt be one of 
Moolſton's n and was ſliding towards Infi- 
delity apace. hat will become of prieſtiy Prero- 
gative, if Men are ſuffered to make ſuch ſaucy and 
wicked Reflections? But the Application I leave to 
your Lordſbip and the intelligent Reader. £ 

In the next Page * you go on thus; I ſhallnow 
proceed to another Subject that is too ſeaſonable 
in our preſent Circumſtances to be paſt over in 
« Silence ; I mean, upon due Conſideration of the 
«« State of our national Church, I ſhall now ſhew 
* how we may molt effectually, in our ſeveral Sta- 
< tions, contribute to its Support, and be beſt 
qualified for the Defence of it, againſt the open 
Attacks, and dark Deſigns of its Adverſaries, of 
« whatever Denomination.” 

What the Church in danger, my Lord? The 
Perfection of Beauty, and the Joy of the whole 
Body of the Clergy, in danger of falling? If fo, *tis 
reaſonable that the Solemnities of the Pulpit ſhould 
propagate the Alarm, give Authority to our Fears, 
and that in our ſeveral Stations we ſhould exert out 
Joint Endeavours to remove them. But whence, my 
Lord, ariſe theſe chimerical Repreſentations? Have 
we nota Prince on the Throne, whoſe good Incli- 
nations, as well as royal Word, engage him to pre- 
ſerve inviolably the Liberties of all his Subjects? 
Are wenot happy under his auſpicious Government 
in the free poſſelſion of many valuable Bleſſings? 
Have we not Perſons of great Worth and Integrity, 
that fit at the Helm, and if there are any there of a 
different Charafer, yet they have been always true 
to their Principles and the Times, and as tenacious of 


the Rights of the Church, as your Lord/hip? Have 


nor all the viſionary Schemes of a Rival Pretender 


to the Crown, been long fince baffled, and his 
B 2 Hopes 


* Charge 1. p. 4. 


(4) | 
Hopes blaſted for ever ? Are our national Concerns 
in this happy Situation, and yet the national 
Church groaning under the bittereſt Extremity and ; 
Diſtreſſes? — You would not have it believed 
that when our Rights and Properties are moſt ſe- 
cure, when the wiſeſt Laws are enacted, and thoſe 
Laws executed without Partiality or Corruption; jb 
when Reaſon triumphs over Craft and SuperFition, 
your Lordſhip would not have it believed, that un- 
der ſuch Circumſtances the Church is under the 
greateſt Danger ? Can the Church never be ſafe, 
unleſs the Laws, Learning, and Liberties of the Na- 
tion are brought into Wreck and Ruin? Theſe ill- 
tim'd, or in your Lordſhip's Phraſe, ſcaſonable A- 
larms, may fill the Minds of the Clergy with Se- 
dition, and their Mouths with Rage and Clamdur: 
But can they ever contribute to recommend Virtue, '} 
to eſtabliſh rational Piety and Religion? 
Tis obſervable that the Cry of the Danger of the 
Church, has always been made uſe of more or leſs 
in exatt Proportion to the Progreſs of common Senſe, 
and the Declenſion of a Spirit of Bigotry and Bon- 
dage. But, my Lord, ſuch Reports come with an 
il Grace from the Friends of the Church, how en- 
tertaining ſoever they may prove to its Enemies. 
The Church of Chi encountered the ſevereſt Diffi- 
culties, and the warmeſt Oppoſition. It had not 
only the Magiftracy, but the Mob and the Prieft- 
hood; the High-Church Dignitaries of the Jewiſh 
Conſtitution, join'd in a Conſpiracy againſt it; | 
yet the ſpiritual Weapons of Truth, Honeſty, and f 
Diſintereſtedneſs overpower'd them all. And as to 
future Ages, we are expreſſly foretold, the Gates of 
Hell ſhall never prevail againft it, What means 
this, my Lord! Are the Intereſts of the Church of 
Corist, and the Church of England not only diſtinct, 
but oppoſize in their very Nature? One always ſafe, 
other always in danger? One, proof againſt the 
raillery 
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raillery of Infidels, and rage of Hell; t'other trem- 
bling at the Efforts of a few hot-headed Enthufiafts 
and Diſſenters* Then ſurely, according to your 
Lordſhip's Scheme, they cannot be very neara-kin, 
However, I would be underſtood to ſpeak with due 
Reverence to the Caſſock, — Let them be one and 
the ſame, notwithſtanding all this, and what the 
Prieſts have join'd, let no Man put aſunder. 

About the time your Lordſhip's firſt Charge was 
delivered to your preſent Dioceſan Clergy, among 
others who attacked Chriſtianity with little Sinceri- 
ty, and leſs Succeſs, Mr. Woolſton an ApoFate Clergy- 
man, was one of the moſt conſiderable, * whoſe 
Name I preſume is not forgotten by your Lordſhip. 
Probably his Diſcourſes are the poiſonous Libels you 
refer to, T againſt the Infection of which, pro- 
per Preſervatives were uſed.” But what Pre- 
ſervatives did your Lordſhip judge proper on that 
Occaſion? Were you conſcious of any Weakneſs or 
Inſufficiency in your elaborate and bulky Defence of 
Chriſtianity, that you fled for Refuge to the ſecu- 
lar Arm, and called to your Aſſiſtance the /alutary 
Aids of a Fine and a Dungeon? I have been in- 
formed, that ludicrous Writer declared upon his 
Trial, that our late worthy Metropolitan ex- 
preſſed himſelf thus, with relation to that unchri- 
{tian Proſecution ; for ſhould I call it Perſecution, 
the World would never believe that Biſhops had any 
hand in the matter: Mr, Woolſlon, J am ſorry for 
your Sufferings, but had you wrote ten times as 
much againſt Chriſtianity, without attacking clerical 
Authority and Power, you had been /afe and unmo- 
leſted ſtill.— However that be, permit me to ob- 
ſerve, my Lord, and with an hoxeft Concern for the 
Honour of Chriſtianity I ſpeak it, this very Con- 
duct gave a greater Reputation to Mr, Woolſton's Ri- 

baldry 


* See Moolſton's Anſwer to the Biſhop of Se. David's, dedi- 
cated to the Quxen. + See Charge 1. p. 4. 


66) 
baldry and Diſtraction, than it could otherwiſe have 
obtain'd 3 and even a greater than your Lordiſbip's 

writing againſt him. *Tis natural to ſhew Com- | 
e for thoſe who ſuffer for any peculiarity in their | 
otions, to be prejudiced in favour of their Cauſe, f 
and to expreſs a generous Indignation at the Authors } 
and Abettors of their Sufferings, Was Mr. | 
Moolſton delivered over to the Jailor, to be buffeted 
for the Salvation of his Soul, or the Suppreſſion of 
his Libels? A Dungeon could never enlighten his 
Underſtanding z and Infidelity rejoiced in ſuch a 
favourable Opportunity of ſpreading abroad the in- 
glorious Fame of his Impriſonment and Writings ; 
not to mention, that as Truth ſtands not in need, fo 
it ſcorns ſuch wicked Arts to ſupport its Authority. 
As I have no Concern with the Hiſtory of the Pu- 
ritans, I ſhall take no farther notice of your Re- 
| marks on that Head, than what neceſſarily com- 
| ports with my Deſign to expoſe the /Yickedne/s and 
| Folly of claiming a Juriſdiction over Conſcience ; 
and invading the Monarchy, the univerſal Monarchy 
of Earth, as well as Heaven, Tis obſerved, that 
1 the long - ago confuted Pretenſions of the old Puri- 
tans, are brought afreſh on the Stage. Were not 
: their Pretenſions founded upon the ſame Principle 
with the Reformation itſelf, the Right of private 
Judgment, and acting according to it in matters of 
Religion? Will your Lordſbip deny this? Who 
then conſuled their Pretenſions? No Friends to the | 
Reformation, to the Church of England, would at- 
tempt it; and did they, I hope your Lordſbip will ] 
agree with me in this, ſuch Attempts would have 
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been vain and fruitleſs. True, they had many | 7 
wild antic Extravagances among them; and a gloomy 1 
14iotiſm that uſurped the name of Virtue, which ſtill 5 


prevails amongſt many of their Succe ſſors and Diſ- 


ciples.— They worſhip'd God as if the Devil was in 
them; 


Charge 1. p. 5. 
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them; but ſtill the diſtinguiſhing Principle they 
ſeparated upon, was a generous Zeal for and a noble 
Attachment to the Liberties of their Country. But 
I forbear to make Way for the Danger of the 
Church. —* The virulent Reflections on the 
« two renowned Archbiſhops Parker and Whitgift, 


the late Attempt on the legal Maintenance of the 


« Clergy by Tithes ; thoſe latter ones on the Diſci- 
«© pline of the efablihed Church, and the legal Ju- 
« riſdition of the Governors of it, in concurrence 
« with the Growth of Infidelity, Prophaneneſs, 
« and Immorality—— The Numbers of thoſe that 
« are Unbelievers, or are for no Eſtabliſhment of 
«« Chriſtianity at all, or are di/afeZed to the preſent 
« Eſtabliſhment of it amongſt us; from theſe Views 
e we can't but have ſome melancholly Thoughts 
concerning the final Iſſue and Reſult of Things.“ 
My Lord, chear up your Spirits, melancbolly 
Thoughts often ifTue in a fixed ſettled Delirium. Wit- 
neſs the Craftſmen of Epheſus. Their Zeal for their 
Goddeſs, and her ſilver Shrines, ſoon improved it- 
ſelf into a venerable Frenzy, and a conſecrated Riot; 
ſo that they knew not wherfore they came together: 
The Men were mad, but ſtill they were pro- 


foundly orthodox, my Lord.— *Twas not the God- 


deſi that they worſhipped, but the very Object of 
Prieſtly Adoration throughout all ſucceſſive Ages. 
Her Silver Shrines ! But the particulars referred 
to, deſerve a cloſer Examination. Can a faithful 
Hiſtory of the Character of one or two renowned 
Eccleſiaſtics be a Reproach upon their Order ? If 
ſo, what the Poet obſerved as to Prie/ts of all Re- 
ligions, may be juſtly applicable to Pri-ſis of all 
Ages, that they are the ſame ; inſpired with the 


ſame Luſt of Dominion and Power, the ſame Thirſt 


for Blood, the /ame Zeal for Knavery and Perſecu- 
tion, But whatever your Lordſhip may think, I 


*P. 5, Charge 1. 
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can't 


+ 
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can't fall in with ſo wild an Opinion. As Truth 


can never ſuffer by exploding dark unſcriptural Syſ- 
tems, or as Phyſic can never be brought into Diſ- 
grace by a juſt Contempt of Quacts and Empirics 3 


- ſo neither can the Church be ever hurt by an honeſt 


Repreſentation of Characters or Facts that tend nei- 
ther to its Security or Honour, ** Thelate Attempt 
on the legal Maintenance of the Clergy by 
&« Tithes,” likewiſe awakens your Lord/hip's Reſent- 
ments. Suppoling, my Lord, there had been any 
Regulation of Tithes, would this have brought the 
Church into Danger? Would there be no Prieſis, 
no Biſbops, were there no Tithes no Eſtabliſoments? 
Is all the Devotion of the Clergy bound up in theſe, 
my Lord? It ſeems, *tis the ſame as to Ecclefiaſtical 
and military Squadrons, and that the Proweſs of the 
Church as well as of Armies, depends upon good Pay 


and Proviſion; and thoſe who are enliſted into the 


Service of both alike, may fight for Hire, but will 
deſert their reſpefive Poſts, if there be no other Re- 
ward than the Proſpect of being ſerviceable to their 
Country. But if the Church be in any Danger, 
there are ſome more probable Reaſons to be aſſign- 
ed for it, than thoſe which are pointed at by your 
Lordſhip. Is there no Danger from Bigotry and 
Superſtition, from Church- Pride and Tyranny ; 
irom the illegal and arbitrary Pretenſions of inſolent 
Eccleſiaſtics *? Is there nd Danger of its being 
brought into Reproach from Biſbops that never 
preach, from Divines that never ſtudy, unleſs it be 
how to azgrandize themſelves, and oppre/s the Laity, 
by their high exorbitant Claims as to Eccleſiaſtical 
Fees and Revenues ? Is there no Danger from the 
rigid uncharitable Impoſition of forged Creeds and 
Formularies upon the Chriſtian People? Is there 

no 


Of whatavai! the Abolition of Paganiſm, if we ftill re- 
tain the worſt part of it, and have an Army of Chriſtian Prieits, 
that delight in Bloodſhed and Confuſion? Ch. 1. p. 26. 
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no Danger from the Clergy's ſtvearing to, or at leaſt | 


ſubſcribing Doctrines as true, which they believe to 
be fal/e and un/criptural, and being guilty of ſolemn 
Perjury, in the name of the Lord ? Is the Church 
in no Danger from that little aukward Stiffneſs and 
Pedaniry of Behaviour; from that Fury which 
wears the Maſt of Zeal; from that DiſaffeFion to the 
Proteſtant Family on the Throne, which your 
Lordſhip can't be ignorant of, reigns among a con- 
ſiderable Part of the inferior Clergy? Is there no 
Danger when the Church has a greater ſhare in our 
Merriments than in our Prayers; when our Zeal 
for it grows warm in our Cups, but ſtagnates in our 
Devotions? Theſe are ſuch Reaſons for the 
Danger of the Church, as well deſerved your No- 
tice; and which, my Lord, as a Chriſtian Biſbop at 
leaſt, you had done well to conſider, — But I aſk 
pardon, your Lordſhip's Fears may ariſe from an- 
other Quarter. 

If we takea view of the Reign of King Charles 
the Second, we'll find that Infidelity and Prophane- 
neſs were never ſo rampant in the Land as then, 
from the Reformation, down to the preſent Times. 
Upon the Reſtoration, the Flood-gates of Hell and 
Rome ſeemed to be let open upon us. And yet in 
that bleſſed Ara, the Church was proſperous and 
flouriſhing 3 the Prie/?s pampered with Luxury, 
and no Complaints known of Danger, But when 
Liberty and King William aſcended the Britiſh 
Throne, its Complaints were renewed, and except- 
ing a ſhort Interval in the following Reign, have 
been continued ever ſince. 

Your Loraſhip complains of the Growth of Infi- 
delity z nor, according. to the modern uſe of 
the Phraſe, are your Lordſhip's Complaints 
needleſs! We have Multitudes in this Nation, and 
may the Number daily increaſe | that don't always 
believe, neither werſhip the Clergy. It has as x 

C ee 
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been the Complaint of every Age, the former 
Times were better than theſe. The Cry is as ſtale 
as tis common. But do Infidelity, Immorality, and 
Prophaneneſs grow? What can be the reaſon of this? 
Are the Clergy, who ought to be the Advocates of 
Chriſtianity, and Guardians of our Liberties, grown 
more ignorant than in former Times? Or are they 
grown more profligate and wicked ? Do their Lives 
make Atheiſts, or their Doftrines Slaves? Whatever 
Infidels may pretend, your Lordſhip will not ſuggeſt 
this? In the Body Politic, wicked Governors and a 
corrupt Adminiſtration propagates Corruption among 
all inferior Ranks of Subjects: And is it not the 
ſame as to Religion? — Are the Times bad? — 
*Tis your Lordſbip's, and the Clergy's Buſineſs to 
make them better. *Tis in your power to reform 1 
the World, to bring virtue into Faſhion ; and ' tis 1 

with an ill grace Men complain of Evils that are of 
their own begetting ? Is it Matter of Fact that the 
number of Unbelievers daily increaſes ? What Ac- 
count is then to be given of the Vigilance and Con- 
duct of a pompous ſpiritual Soldiery, retain'd for the 
Service of the Church and Truth ? Are they not 
bleſſed with national Honours and Preferments ? 
Is not the World prejudiced on their Side? Have 
they not the Advantage of a good Cauſe, and yet 
afterall, an unequal match for a few naked Unbe- 
lievers? Surely, my Lord, they ill deſerve to be e 
kept in conſtant pay, who are either too lazy to F 
fight, or too unſkilful to conquer, when the Oppo- | 
ſition is ſo weak and trifling. Superſtition has been 
generally the Parent of Infidelity ; and the long- 
ago exploded Abſurdities and Traditions of Divine 
Right, uninterrupted Succeſſion, Sc. which have 
been vamped up afreſh, and retailed abroad by 
ſome of our modern Hierarchical Champions, be- 
ſpeaks them better qualify'd to increaſe the Doubts, 
and confirm the Prejudices of Unbelievers, than to 
latisfy 


(11) Ne: 
ſatisfy and remove them. When the Noſtrums of a 
Party are dreſſed up as the Eſſentials of Chriſtian 
Worſhip, no wonder if Perſons of volatile Diſpo- 
ſitions ſhould confound Truth and Error, and re- 
ject Chriſtianity itſelf as an Impoſture. 

But are our“ reſtleſs Adverſaries abroad waiting 
for the Advantages they reap ſrom the Proſpect of 
Confuſion at home? Still *ris your A—_ and 
the Clergy's Buſineſs to diſappoint their Hopes. 
Have we Confuſtons at home? Remove the Cauſe, 
the Effect will ceaſe of courſe, Who more likely 
to propagate Confuſion, than they who raiſe a 
tumultuous Alarm of the Danger of the Church? 
Who would eſtabliſh a Prelatical Juriſdiction on a 
level with the civil Conſtitution itſelf, and conſequent- 
ly repreſent the Church, as inveſted with a Power 
to deſtroy, as well as ſave; to excommunicate Prin- 
ces, as well as pardon and abſolve them ? Inſtead 
of this, exert your Influence, my Lord, to heal 
Strife, and unite Proteſtants: Put an end to the un- 
charitable Differences among them, recommend 
Principles of Love and Benevolence, not to a diſtin- 
guiſbing Sect or Party, but to the whole Race of 


Mankind; cultivate a Spirit of Meekneſs and Cha- 


rity towards Chriſt ians of different Sentiments and 
Denominations; reſign all authoritative Claims over 
Conſcience, and let the Clergy ceaſe from invading 
the Rights of their Fellow- Creatures, and the ſole 
Prerogative of the Deity; give up the rigid Impo- 
ſition of things confeſſedly indifferent in their own 
Nature, and make the Gates of the Church as wide 
as the Gates of Heaven, 
In Page 8, your Lordſhip obſerves, that we 
« live in an incredulous Age, that much in- 
e dulges Scepticiſm, and diſputes the Grounds of 
Faith that have been all along received,“ Aſſert- 
ing the Right of private Judgment, and denying the 
C 2 Infalli- 
Charge 1. p. 6. 
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Tufallibilityof the Church, may perhaps be repre- 
ſented as Incredulity by your Lordſhip, But wa- 
ving that, let an honeſt Reverence be paid to No- 
tions that have been received; yet I hope * 
Lordſhip's Faith is not fettled merely upon Tra- 
dition. — Let that be the boaſted unenvied Claim 
of a corrupt Hierarchy and Prieſtcraft ; but all 
good Proteſtants will build their Faith upon a nobler 
Foundation. Scepticiſm can never prove as injurious 
to Chriſtianity ; what it may to the Church, you 
are belt able to determine; as Credulity and an im- 

licit. Obedience. Enquiring into the Grounds of 
Faith can't weaken, but confirm and eftabliſh its 
Authority. —— I agree that we ought to be always 
ready, and I add able, to give an Anſwer to every 
one that aſks a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, 
++ Weought to be prepared to evince the Grounds 
and Neccflity of reforming the Church of Eng- 
« land, from the Idolatries, Superſtitions, and U- 
e ſurpations of the Romiſo Communion.”* But 
ought we not, my Lord, in this to be conſiſtent 
with ourſelves? Or of what avail to deliver an ela- 
borate Charge againſt Popery, and at the ſame time 
be for eſtabliſhing a Proteſtant Popery at home? 
To dethrone his Heline/5, and ſet up in his room 
an Infallibility of your own at Litchfield or Lambeth, 
to defend our Church upon the Authority of thoſe 
very Principles you explode as to the Romiſh Church 
and Communion ? Fut the Caſe, out of Re- 


ſpect to your Lordſhip, I'll not urge it as Fact, that 


when you had condemned Bowings and Proſt ra- 
tions to Saints, Incenſe before, and Salutations to 
their Images *, the grave Paſtoral Charge being 
concluded, you (very conſiſtently, my Lord) tack'd 
about, and made a ri#bt Reverend Bow to the 
Altar. It will perhaps be ſaid, *tis out of Grati- 
tude, an acknowledgment of Favours, and a Tri- 

| bute 
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bute paid for the Gold received from the Altar, 
But ſtill would not your Lordſhip's Conduct in 
ſuch a Caſe deſtroy all the Force of your Reaſon- 
ings? Spectators will conclude that you harangue 
for Pay, but act upon Principle. — I remember 
what I once heard from your Lordſhip, ** Specula- 
6 tive Notions are loſt upon the Generality of Man- 
« Kind, but Example has its Influence on the mean» 
e eſt Capacity.“ | 

The next Particular that deſerves Notice, is your 
Obſervation *, that we ought to have juſt Ap- 
«« prehcnſions of the Judgments of God * in 
« removing our Candleſtick, for our moſt ſhameful 
© Abuſes of the Light of the Goſpel, and our pre- 
ce ferring the Return of Heatheniſm both in Princi- 
ce ple and Practice to a Divine Revelation.“ I 
* would hope your Lordſhip doth not mean this of 

: the Clergy, to whom your Charge is particularly 
directed. If this Repreſentation be Matter of Fact, 
I am ſorry for it, my Lord: With all Reverence 
to your ſacred Character, I would willingly believe 
that in this one Inſtance *tis poſſible for you to be 
miſtaken, Bur if you ſhall inſiſt upon it, I muſt 
ſubmit to your Lordſhip's ſuperior Judgment. 
However, if ſo, I find according to your Conceſ- 
ſion, that the Prieſthood are not ſo zealous in guard- 
ing againſt the Return of Heatheniſm, as againſt 
the loſs of ſpiritual Tithes and Juriſdiction. 

*Tis obvious, that the Cry cf Judgments, by an 
unſeaſonable Application, have loſt much of their 
Force and Terror, and have been generally wreſted 
to ſerve alike on both ſides of a Queſtion. Zuin- 
glius, a famous Reformer, being burnt for Hereſy, 
*twas reported his Heart was found entire and un- 
conſum'd among the Aſhes, The Papiſts urged 
that it denoted the Hardneſs and Obduracy of his 
Heart; the Proteſtants with equal Propriety, that 

18, 


ö 
i 
; 

x 


Charge 1. p. 9. 


. 


(14) 

is, none at all, repreſented it as a Sign of its Firm- 
neſs and Integrity. _— In Days of Yore it was be- 
lieved, that the Entrails of Beaſts propheſied; and 
Birds chattered Futurity : and is it not equally mi- 
raculous, that Judgments ſhould ariſe out of the 
Duſt, and: that Dreams or Broomſticks ſhould 
prognoſticate the Diſpleaſure of Heaven? But, my 
Lord, if Judgments muſt take place; of all Judg- 
ments, tis the greateſt to be deluded by ſuch idle 
and ſuperſtitious Notions, to indulge ſuch wild and 

viſionary Fears. | 
What next offers to view, is your Lordſhip's 
high Encomiums on the eſtabliſbed Epiſcopal Church, 
where you obſerve that it fands on a level with the 
civil Conſtitution itſelf. Only on a Level, my Lord ? 
A kind and gracious Conceſſion ! The Church and 
King, as your Loraſbip well knows, has been the 
Toaſt of Orthodoxy tor fome Ages. The Mitre 
bore the Preheminence, and the Crown truchkl-d to 
its Dictates. But Tempora mutaniur & nos muta- 

mur in illis. 

It is well known, how King Henry the Second 
was excommunicated by the Pope, for affronting a 
mean: born, ſaucy, ſeditious, and ungrateful Prieſt; 
who, by his Prince's Favour, had been promoted 
to the higheſt Dignities in the Kingdom. Nor did 
the Vengeance of the Church ceaſe with the Rebel's 
Death. The Prieſt-ridden Monarch was obliged 
toatone for his former want of Docility and Sub- 
miſſion to the holy See. Before he would procure 
an Abſolution, he was ſentenced to walk barefoot 
to the infamous Rebel, Tho. a Becke!'s Tomb, 
and there was whipt and ſcourg'd by a Gang of 
Monks and Villains, of the Order of St. Auguſtine. 
* And in latter Days we have not wanted Inſtances of 
Eccleſiaſticks that have pretended to a kind of Sove- 
reignty over Princes, The holy Martyr Laud or- 


dered 
Charge 1. p. 10. 


*. = Uſe 
dered that the Queen of Bohemia, our preſent Sove- 
reign's royal Great Grandmother, and her royal 
Iſſue, ſhould have their Names expunged out of the 
Prayers of the Church, which was accordingly . 
done, Yet when the Church thus triumphed over 
the civil Conſtitution, that compleat Churchman 
Echard aſſures us, that all this time Znglang had 
a mighty ſhew of Glory and Felicity! Tho? there 
were ſuch open and undiſguiſed Attacks upon the 
Proteſtant Religion, yet the Church was then ſo 
far from Danger, that the ſame Reverend Hiſtorian 
adds. it was ſhining in Grandeur! But alas! 
theſe happy Days are over ! According to your 
Lordſhip's Scheme, it can never go well with the 
Church, unleſs its Friends are not only allowed to 
reign over Conſcience, but like /rue Sons of the 
Mother of Harlats, to“ reign over the Kings of 
the Earth. However, this Point deſerves a cloſer 
Attention. Whence js it, that the Church is on a 
level with the civil Conſtitution itſelf? Doth it not 
derive all its Authority from thence ? Is it not the 
Great Seal of England that makes Biſhops? Are the 
Clergy Subjects, or are they Kings ? Perhaps it 
will be ſaid, neither; they are Gods, tho' they not 
only die, but ive too, like other Men. Are they 
all bound by their Oaths, PII not preſs their Incli- 
nations into the Service, to be governed by the 
Laws? to be governed by them as Subjects ? — 
But if they are on a level with the civil Conſtitution 
itſelf, ſhould any Competition ariſe, are we bound 
to obey the Princg and the Laws, or the Church 
and Clergy ? Or has the Convocation any Right to 
meet and aſſemble without the Royal Licence and 
Authority ? Surely it has, if it be on a Level with 
the civil Conſiitution itſelf ? Why then will you, my 
Lord, and the Dignitaries of the Church ſubmit in 
ſo plain a Cale to any bold and arbitrary Encroach- 
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ments on your Rights, as to ſuffer yourſelves to be 
prorogued by a Pretence to Royal Authority, where 
there is no juſt Authority at all ? But your Lordſhip 
may be able to aſſign wiſe Reaſons for it. Howe- 
ver, on all proper Occaſions, the Prieſthood are to 
« * yindicate thoſe ſpiritual Powers deriv'd from 
their great Maſter.” Who he is, your Lord- 
ſhip has not thought proper to mention; but I 
hope, my Lord, you mean neither the Pope, nor his 
elder Brother the Devil. They are to “ vindicate 
« thoſe Powers ſo derived, by ſhewing that they are 
« + in their own Nature di/tin#? from, and inde- 
* pendent of all, ſecular Authority.” But how is 
this to be done ? — By Mobbing, Treaſon and Re- 
bellion? Tho? the fervent Prayers of a righteous 
Man avail much, yer*tis to be hoped that neither 
the fervent Prayers nor Exhortations, even of a Bi- 
ſhop, will ever avail to put in execution any ſedi- 
tious Schemes to render the Church independent of 
the State, and inveſting the Prieſthood with Au- 
thority to depoſe Emperors and Princes, — Bur 
my Lord, however, Men of + diſtinguiſhing Charac- 
ter buoy themſelves up with a Notion of Indepen- 
dence upon civil Government, in point of Prudence 
they ſhould take heed that they do not provoke to 
Jealouſy, that royal Clemency which connives at 
ſuch arrogating Claims and Ulurpations. Perhaps 
it will be ſaid, theſe are viſionary Fears, — for 
none are bleſſed with the peruſal of the Writings 
that propagate ſuch Notions, but a few Dioceſan 
Clergy ; and that ſome modern Epiſcopal Charges, 
the very reverſe of their Authors, — never reſide at 
Court, but in the Country, However, my Lord, 
while fuch fanatical Principles are publickly eſpouf- 
ed and defended, you muſt expect to be called upon 
to give ſome conſiſtent Account of your Conduct. 
When your Lordſhip had the Holy Ghoſt conferred 
upon 
Charge 2. p. 53. ＋ Ibid. 4 Charge 2. p, 54. 
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upon you in Ordination, did you not then ſolemn- 
ly ſubſcribe the 37th Article of the Church, which 
runs thus, — The Queen's Majeſty has the 
chief Power in this Realm of England, and other 
* her Dominians, unto the chief Government 
of all Eſtates of this Realm, whether they be 
« eccleſiaſtical or civil, in all Cauſes doth apper- 
* tain; and is not, nor ought to be ſubject to any 
4 foreign Juriſdiction.“ Have you not ſolemnly 
ſubſcribed this Article, my Lord? — But perhaps 
you ſubſcribed it as an Article of Peace, and not of 
Faith. — Further, is it not expreſly ordained by the 
Canons of our Church, — That whoſoever ſhall 
5 hereafter affirm, that the King's Majeſty has not 
«© the ſame Authority in Cauſes eccleſiaſtical, that 
e the godly Kings had among the Jews and Chri- 
« ſtian Emperors in the Primitive Church, or im- 
« peach any part of bis regal Supremacy, in the ſaid 
Cauſes reſtored to the Crown, and by the Laws 
of this Realm therein eſtabliſned; let him be 
% excommunicate ipſo facto, and not reſtored but by 
the Archbiſhop, and after his Repentance, and 
public Revocation of thoſe his wicked Errors.“ 
And are not all who are conſecrated for the Ser- 
vices of the Altar, enjoin'd by Canon 36, to ſub- 
ſcribe, That the King's Majeſty, under God, is 
the only fupreme Governor of this Realm, and 
of all other his Highneſs's Dom inions and Coun- 
„tries, as well in all Spiritnal cr Eccleſiaſtical 
46 Things or Cauſes, as Temporal ; and that no fo- 
5 reign Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State or Poten- 
tate, hath, or ought to have any Juriſdiction, 
Power, Superiority, Preheminence or Authority, 
* Eccleſiaſtical orSpiritual, within his Majeſty's ſaid 
Realms, Dominionsa, nd Countries.“ And accord- 
ing to the 25 F.|8. c. 19, the Clergy of the Realm 
of England have not only acknowledged, ac- 
* cording to the Truth, that the Convocations of the 


* ſame Clergy is, always hath been, and —_— 
D - 


(18) 
«© be aſſembled only by the King's Writ ; but alſo 
« ſubmitting themſelves to the King's Majeſty, 
% have promiſed, in verbo Sacerdotis, that they will 
« never from henceforth preſume to attempt, al- 
« ledge, claim, or put in Ure, enact, promulge, 
« or execute any new Canons, Conſtitutions, Or- 
% dinances, Provincial, or others; or by whatſo- 
« ever Name they ſhall be called in Convocation, 
<< unleſs the King's moſt royal Aſſent and Licence 
© to them may be had, to make, promulge, and 
« execute the ſame ;z and that his Majeſty do give 
« his royal Aſſent and Authority in that behalf. 
«© And whereas, divers Conſtitutions, Ordinances, 
% and Canons, Provincial or Synodal, which here- 
t tofore have been enacted ; and be thought not 
* only to be much prejudicial to the King's Prero- 
*« gative royal, and repugnant to the Laws and 
<« Statutes of this Realm; but alſo overmuch one- 
* rous to his Highneſs, and his Subjects, &c.” 
And accordingly enacts; “ Be it therefore enacted, 
* by the Authority of this preſent Parliament, ac- 
«* cording to the ſaid Submiſſion and Petition of the 
« ſaid Clergy, that they, nor either of them hence- 
« forth, ſhall preſume to attempt, alledge, claim, 
„or put in Ure, any Conſtitutions, or Ordinan- 
« ces Provincial or Synodal, or any other Canons, 
5 nor ſhall enact, promulge, or execute any ſuch Ca- 
«© nons, Conſtitutions, or Ordinances Provincial, by 
* whatſoever Name or Names they may be called 
in their Convocations in Time coming, which al- 
«© ways ſhall be aſſembled by Authority of the 
King's Writ, Sc.“ And will your Lordſhip, in 
Defiance of Acts of Parliament, in Contempt of the 
Canons of the Church, and in dire& Oppoſition to 
thoſe Articles you have ſubſcribed, maintain that the 
Church is independent of the Imperial Crown of 
theſe Realms ? 
Your Lordſhip's Account of the Oppoſition to 
the 


A 
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the Epiſcopal Church, is, That“ Men's Preju- 
« dicesare frequently too powerful for their Rea- 
« ſon.” The Remark in general is certainly juſt 3 
and I humbly ſubmit it to the Judgment of the 
Reader, whether'it won't appear from the following 
Reflections, that your particular prepoſterous Ap- 
plication of it to others, doth not ſpeak it in Fact 
the Caſe of your Lordſhip. Few, my Lord, are 
prejudiced in favour of Diſgrace, Diſcouragements, 
and unpopular Notions. Had the Enemies of the 
Church any Proſpect that their Oppoſition would 
entitle them to Bi/hopricks, Tranſlations, Pluralities, 
and Commendams ; Were there any Stipends and 
Honours annexed to their Oppoſition ; or were their 
Notions the Offspring of Churchmanſhip and Bran- 
dy, none at all would be ſurpriſed that their Preju- 
dices ſhould be too powerful for their Reaſon. 
But when Men expoſe themſelves to great Hard- 
ſhips and Difficulties in Life, to a low and penuri- 
ous Subſiſtence, when they prefer Poverty and a 
good Conſcience to Wealth and Power, tis unac- 
countable it ſhould be ſuggeſted, that under ſuch 
Circumſtances, Prejudices are too powerful for their 
Reaſon. Did they thirſt after univerſal Hierarchy, 
and graſp at Empire in ibis World, as well as lay 
claim to the Keys of the next; their Prejudices in ſup- 
porting ſuch intereſted Views, might prove too pow- 
erful for their Reaſon, — But when we conlider, 
my Lord, that the Party in the Oppoſition are ge- 
nerally made up of conſcientious illiterate Folks, that 
wear meagre and ſanfify'd Complexions, and don't 
court Grandeur and Popularity as much as Grace 
and Truth, which came by Chriſt Feſus; where is 
the Char y, where is the Conſiſtence; nay, where is 
the Prudence, which may be a more fundamental 
Point with your Lordſhip, to damn them whole- . 
ſale as a Race of prejudiced Bigots? Was your 
Lordſhip to renounce all eccleſiaſtical Immunities 
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and Honours, to reſign your Church-Preferments, 
ceaſe from lording it in the Senate, and with an 
awful Brow adjuſting the weighty Concerns of the 
Nation ; were you to deſire to be a Biſhop, as it 
is a good Work, rather than covet a Biſhoprick 
without any of the Work at all, as it is a good fat 
thing; ſome perhaps would then be convinc'd, 
that you were prejudiced againſt the Love of Money, 
but none would ever ſuggeſt that your Lordſhip, 
in ſuch a Caſe, was prejudiced againſt the Force of 
Conviction. | 

Indeed, ſuch a fatal Biaſs do worldly Pomp and 
Greatneſs put upon Men's Underſtandings, that 
our Saviour ſeems to repteſent it impoſſible, that 
thoſe who enjoy them, ſhould at the ſame time be 
ſincere Admirers of Truth. How can 'they be- 
lieve, who receive Honour one of another? The 
Emoluments of the Church, its conſecrated Trea- 
ſures and Trinkets would have been in Danger, 
clerical Authority and Power muſt ceaſe, if Chri- 
ſtianity took place; and rather than renounce theſe, 

it ſeems, like good Churchmen, they would have 
ſwore Religion to be a Bubble, as well as the Me/ſ- 
ſiab to be an Impoſtor. 

I would not ſuppreſs any thing, that may give 
Pleaſure to your Lordſhip. Among many other 
ſurprizing Miracles recorded in ſacred Hiſtory, 

one almolt incredible in its nature, is, — That a 
great number of Prieſts became obedient to the Faith, 
Perhaps, my Lord, you may not think the Miracle 
ſo great as I repreſent it ; but I ſhall have your 
Lordſhip's Concurrence when you conſider, that 
they became obedient with a View to Glory and 
Immortality, and not to preſent Pay, Upon the 
whole, it appears that when Men embrace deſpiſed 
unfaſhionable Notions, *tis more natural to ſuppoſe, 
that Reafon triumphs over their Intereſts and their 
Prejudices, than that Intereſt truckles to Preju- 
dice, and Prejudice triumphs over Reaſon. 

| | n 


& { > WH , 

In the following Page your Lordſhip accounts 
for Ferome's Opinion concerning Epiſcopacy; by 
obſerving that Jerome entertained ſome Reſentments 
againſt Jobn, Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and therefore 
treated Epiſcopacy with ſome Terms of Diminu- 
tion. Might you not have ſaid, my Lord, with- 
out mincing the matter, with an avow'd Contempt? 
The good Father, ir ſeems, was qut of humour, 
and he muſt needs publiſh ſolemn Lyes to gratify his 
Spleen and Paſſion. As for my part, I take the 
Hiſtory of Qxixote's Errantries, to be a lively Em- 
blem of the wild romantic Extravagancies of the 
Fathers, Nor am I at all concerned either with 
Ferom or Epiſcopacy. — But where is the Conſiſt- 
ence of deifying the Authority of the Fathers, when 
they ſerve a Turn, and of repreſenting them as 
Perſons of no Integrity or Character, if they hap- 
pen to be againſt you ? Their Authority is indiſpu- 
table, if their Schemes tally with yours; but they 
muſt be old, peeviſb, paſſionate, Bigots or Hypocrites, 
if on the other fide of the Queſtion. It put me in 
mind of the Humour of Country Elections, as run- 
ning exactly parallel with this Behaviour in your 
Lordſhip. The abandon'd Tools of a Party, are 
painted under the venerable Names of Patriots, 
whilſt Perſons of greateſt Integrity in different 
Principles and Intereſts, are weak, corrupt, crafty, 
or deſigning ; or to uſe the Language of Mr. Ad- 
diſon's Fox-hunter, which perhaps may be more a- 
greeable to your Lordſhip *®, One is a Dog, an- 
„other is a Whelp, another a Cur, another the 
* Son of a Bitch ;”* under which ſeveral Denomi- 
nations, the rural Squire comprehended all thoſe 
who were attach'd to an Inteteſt oppoſite to his own. 
Whether St. Jerom has met with a kinder Fate, is 
very eaſy to be determined. | 

What next occurs, is, that as ſoon as the Apo- 
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ſtles left the World, the * Ordinary Functions 
« of their Apoſtleſhip devolv'd on the Biſhops as 
« Governors of particular Churches.“ I am glad to 
find that the Biſhops in thoſe early Days did not ar- 
rogate to themſelves all the lordly Claims of ſpiri- 
tual Authority. It ſeems the Province of thoſe 
who would be the Governors of the Univerſe, and 
who have been its Plague, I don't mean Proteſtant 
Biſhops, my Lord, wasoriginally to be Governors 
of particular Churches, But did they as Governors 
lay claim to a Monopoly of Wealth and Grace ? 
Were they the only wiſe Men, and was all Wiſdom 
to die with them? No; it was to be conveyed 
down in an uninterrupted Succeſſien, to the future 
Prieſts of future Ages. — But wherein did the or- 
dinary Function of Apoſtleſhip conſiſt? Was it not 
in preaching the Word in Seaſon and out of Seaſon? 
And is this devolved upon the Biſhops ? I ſhould 
have rather concluded, that they would be Heirs to 
the more extraordinary miraculous Gifts of the Apo- 
ſtles, and to prove their Title of Inheritance, ſhew 
by their Example, that they can work Miracles at 
proper Seaſons, as it is a Miracle for a — modern 
Biſhop to preach, 

I ſhall not examine at preſent, into what your 
Lordſhip has advanced concerning the Importance 
of ſtudying eccleſiaſtical Antiquity. That the Hi- 
ſtory of the Fathers is nothing more than a Repre- 
ſentation of a Theological Bear-garden, is what I 
preſume, my Lord, you'll readily agree to; and in 
return to ſuch a Conceſſion, let it be acknowledg- 
ed, that Men of Leiſure may ſquander away their 
Time decently and genteely upon them. But, 

We are now arriving at another Period ; and to 
view © the + Epiſcopal Church as eſtabliſhed by 
„ Law, when the Powers of the Roman Empire be- 
« came Chriſtian,” I take it for granted that in your 

Lord- 
Charge 1. p. 13. + Charge 1. p. 17. 


(23) 

Lordſhip's Phraſe, the Epiſcopal Church and Chri- 
ſtianity always go for ſynonymous Expreſſions, You 
obſerve, that before Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed, 
« ®* jtwasin an unhappy State of Minority.” But 
whether the Church when its Sate of Minority ceas'd, 
did not like ſome ot ber Minors, when grown up to 
be their own Maſters, diſtinguiſh itſelf more by its 
Pride and Poſſalſions, than by any more valuable 
Accompliſhments, I leave to you to conſider ; 
whether it did not likewiſe act in open Contempt of 
the wiſe and ſalutary Inſtructions of its old Guardi- 
ans and Friends, will perhaps be none of your 
Lordſhip's Intereſt to determine. But however un- 
happy the Church's State of Minority may appear, 
it muſt be allowed, my Lord, to be more unhappy 
ſtill, if ſuch times .ſhould ever happen, when the 
Name of the Church ſhall be made an Engine of 
Tyranny and Superſtition; when its Authority ſhall 
be urged to oppreſs Honeſty and Conſcience ; 
when ſuch Notions are advanced, as that God Al- 
mighty is only the Deputy of Eccleſiaſtics, and can 
confer Grace and Favour only with the leave of 
the ſacred Prieſthood, and by the Permiſſiou of my 
Lords the Biſhops; and when thoſe monopolize to 
themſelves the Salvation of another World, who 
are ſcarce worthy to live in this. Nor can our 
Fears of ſuch times be ill grounded, if what your 
Lordſhip maintains be true, that there is ſcarce 
« Honeſty enough in the Nation to preſerve it from 
« downright ruin.“ Perſecution was never ſo fatal to 
Chriſtianity, as the Domineering Claims of High 
Churchmen. Nothing has fix'd a greater Odium 
upon Religion, than crafty and defigning' Bigots, 
tacking the Intereſt of Heaven to thole extravagant 
Fooleries that ſupport their own, But I aſk par- 
don, notwithſtanding all your Zeal for a Hierarchy 

and 
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and * Terriers, I am far from judging your Lord- 
ſhip to be of that Number. 

*Tis granted that there ought to be f a proper 
Maintenance for the Clergy. — But what. will 
your Lordſhip judge to be proper on ſuch an Occa- 
fion? Muſt they have that Reward for worſhipping 
God, which was offered our Saviour for worſhipping 
the Devil, the Kingdoms of this World, and all the 
Glories thereof. Muſt their Hire be proportionate 
to the Work and Merit, or muſt the Lazy, the 
Indolent, and Unſkilful have all the Pay, though 
they do nothing to earn it? My Lord, were 
Church Emoluments diftributed in juſt and equi- 
table Proportions, . there would be a handſome 
and liberal Subſiſtence for every Pariſh Prieſt in 
the Nation. I appeal to your Lordſhip as to this. 
*Tisa trite Obſervation, ** That the Church had 
« golden Pri:fts, when it had wooden Chalices ; 
© but when Religion brought forth Wealth, the 
« Daughter devoured the Mother,” Yet notwith- 
ſtanding this, your Lordſhip well knows that this 
vanatural Monſter which preys upon that which 
gave her Birth, has a Multitude of rival Admirers, 
and is courted if not idolix d by the whole Body of 
the Prieſthood. *Tis true; many of that venerable 
Herd are under ftrait Circumſtances : Let them be 
relieved out of the Abundance of thoſe who neither 
want nor deſerve it. There is ſomething very en- 
tertaining in Conſtantine's well meant Folly and De- 
votion to the Clergy, when aſſembled at the Coun- 
cil of Nice: God has made you Prieſts, and has 
* impower'd you to judge me righteouſly, but 
you are above the Cognizance of any human 
Tribunal. You are as Gods to me, and no 
Man has Authority to judge you.“ My Lord. 
Joften thought that Conſecration was one of the 
Church's peculiar Prerogatives and Bleſſings; but 

It 
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it ſeems to be otherwiſe in this Inſtance, and many 
of the holy Tribe have arrogated Divinity ever 
ſince *. - 

The Authority of the Theodoſian Code is urged 
by your Lordſhip in favour of Eſtabliſhments, I 
won't ſay with a view to ſuperſede the Authority of 
the Bible. It has been condemned as Idolatry , 
and exaggerated in the blackeſt Views, to believe 
that the Will of the Son is dependent upon that of 
the Father; but it is an orthodox Principle to be- 
lieve that the Will of God ſhould ſubmit to, and 
be determined by human Laws and Syſtems. Sup- 
poſing a Subordination of Perſons in the Godhead, 
has been marked out as an Inſtance of accompliſh- 
ed Wickedneſs and Folly; but to repreſent the 
Chriſtian Revelation as ſubordinate to the Autho- 
rity of the Church, is no Crime at all; nay, the 
greateſt of all Eccleſiaſtical, I cannot ſay Chriſtian 
Virtues. And even to d-po/e the Father, is leſs un- 
—— than to deny the Supre macy of the Clergy. 

ut whatever your Lordſhip may think, I muſt 
own myſelf too much an Tfde!, to believe againſt 
the firſt Principles of Reaſon. Your Lordſhip 
wiſhes that Tulian's Malice towards the Clergy 
had found none to imitate it out of Hatred to Chri- 
ſtianity itſelf, Then *cis granted, that his Malice 
was not levied at Chriſtianity, but at Ecclefiaſtics, I 
rejoice to find it allow'd that there may be an En- 
mity againſt the ill Conduct of the latter, without 
any Diſregard to the former. But perhaps, upon 
farther Conſideration, your Lordſhip may think 
proper to retract this. 

You obſerve, that ** ſuch + an extraordinary ſort 
of Subſiſtence as that, by voluntary Contribu- 
*« tions is not always to be expected; and a legal Eſ- 
* tabliſhment doch juſtly compenſate for the o_ 
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« of Oblation, when the Love of many is grown 
« very cold.” But why are not voluntary Con- 
tributions always to be expected The Cler- 
gy, as Men of Character and Education, will a]- 
ways engage Reverence and Eſteem, if they have 
Prudence and good Conduct enough to deſerve it. 
I am inform'd, that the Proteſtant Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters here in England, receive their Pay by volun- 
tary Contributions; and if [am rightly inſtructed, 
tis the ſame with ſome of the reformed Proteſtants 
abroad, Will your Lordſhip pretend that the 
Preachers in the Eſtabliſhment don't do as much to 
recommend themfelves to their People's Affections, 
as thoſe to theirs ? Arenot thoſe who frequent Pla- 
ces of eſtabliſh*'d Worſhip, much more conſiderable 
in Numbers, than thoſe who attend ſeparate Con- 
gregations ? If ſo, then the Diſſenting Clergy muft 
be Men of ſuperior Worth, or the Diſſenters in 
general muſt be Perſons of a more beneficent Diſ- 
poſition than thoſe who ſubmit to eſtabliſhed Rites 
and Impoſitions. can't admit of either; how- 
ever, PII not diſpute this Point with your Lord- 
ſhip. | 

Is the Love of many grown cold? What can be 
the Reaſon ? Is Bigotry warm and rampant? Are 


the Laity ackled with Creeds and Imipoſitions? — 


No wonder, if ſo, that their Love is grown very 
cold ! *Tis well if the very Fundamentals of Chri- 
ſtianity be not baniſh'd from amongſt them. Or 
doth it proceed from the want of better Inſtructions ? 
Do the Clergy live upon the Ignorance and Superſti- 
tion of the People, without any regard to the Du- 
ties of their Function? Hot Sermons, my Lord, have 
been generally productive of ſuitable Effects, 
Bloodfhed, Rancour, and Confiſian. How far cold 
and /{:fe/z/5 ones, without any Force of Addreſs, or 
Energy of Reaſon, may propagate Co/dneſs, is well 
worth our Attention, 

In 
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In the next Paragraph it follows, * that Eſta- 
e bliſhments don't convert ſpiritual into civil, but 
„give a Sanction to that which was before, and 
„ ſtill continues divine and heavenly,” That is, 
tho? Prieſts are above being engaged in any thing 
that bears the Name of a ſecular Employment, yet 
to ſhew the World their Humility, they condeſcend 
to accept the higheſt ſecular Dignities and Ho- 
nours. But is every thing divine and heavenly in 
the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution ? All the Claims of the 
Hierarchy divine and heavenly, my Lord ? Tho'e 
Branches of ſpiritual Dominion which are an Op- 
preſſion upon Mankind, and a Reproach to Chri- 
ſtianity, divine and heavenly in their Nature? Have 
you not expreſly declared, that there are ſome lei- 
ſer Deficiencies in the Government of the Church, 
and are theſe divine and heavenly too? — They are 
legal Privileges. — True, ſo was once the Act de 
Jlæretico comburendo, and no doubt would be counted 
ſo ſtill, had not the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature, - 
to reſtrain Prieftly Vengeance and Executions, 
thought proper to repeal it, 

But I mult beg leave to expoſtulate with your 
Lordſhip on another Subject. What Connexion 
between Virtue and Eſtabliſhments, my Lord? 
Do Eſtabliſhments, merely becauſe they are ſo, de- 
mand our Reverence and Eſteem? *Tis to be hop: d 
then, your Lordſhip will exert your Influence, that 
we may have eſtabliſh'd Gods as well as an cſtabliſi'd 
Religion; and that we may be bleſſed with national 
D nities, as well as national Churches, and let all 
thoſe who expect any Church-Promotions, ſwear 
Allegiance, if not to the King, yet at leaſt to the 
Gods of their Country. However romantic to Inft- 
dels this Scheme may appear, however untriend- 
ly to Chriſtianity, it will be for the good of the 
Church, increale its Wealth and Power, and the 
loweſt Rank of eccleſiaſtical Officers, who are now 
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no more than the Privy Counſellors of Heaven, will 
then be privileged to make, as well as ſe! forth ſtrange 
Gods, If Eſtabliſhments are ſuch glorious Things, 
why are not Good-nature, ſocial Virtue, and free 
Enquiry into Truth, eſtabliſhed by parliamentary 
Power? Without this let none arrogate to them- 
ſelves the Names of Eſtabliſhments of Religion! — 
If our Eſtabliſhment comprehends all this, why fo 
many Whores and Cut-throats, ſo many ignorant 
Bigots, Knaves, and Perſecutors in our Church 
and Communion ? Why fo many Tyburn Saints and 
Conſeſſors, that die in the Faith of our Church? I 
leave you to account for this, and ſhould rejoice to 
lind that Eſtabliſhments have a greater Tendency 
to propagate Virtue, than to debauch Men's Mo- 
rals and Underſtandings ; and to promote Pride, A- 
varice and Faction. 

Your Lordſhip obſcrves, that the * . Roman 
«« Emperors were inveſted with Power of govern- 
ing the Church as well as, the State,” What, 
my Lord, Lay-Gevernors of Churches? And yet 
the Church on a level with the civil Conſtilution it + 
ſelf, to whoſe Government ſhe ſubmits ? If the Ro- 
nan Emperors were inveſted with a Power of 
Church Government, how comes this to be now 
feculiariy appropriated to Prieſts and Biſhops ? But 
I itand cortected, my Lord. They were only in- 
veſted with an v/arped Power of governing the 
Church, the /o/e uncontroulable Right of Gove: n- 
ment lies 1n the Clergy. 

"Tis worth remarking, that inſiſting on the 
Rights of Conſcience, ſeems to give great Umbrage 
and Offence to your Lordſhip. The divine Right 
of Church- Lands and Epilcopacy, of Tithes and 
Offerings, 1-preſume never give any Umbrage at 
all. But to urge the Rights of Conſcience in your 
Puraſe, is invidious. I ſhould not have bcen ſur- 

| prized 
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prized to find one that is a Stranger to the Laws of 
Conſcience himſelf, repreſent all Regards for, its 
Dictates in others, as mere Entbuſiaſm, Rant and 
Folly. Butto find a Church of England Divine, a 
Dignitary in the Church, decrying Conſcience with 
ſo much Contempt, and with a ſolemn Sneer paint 
out thoſe who are influenced by it, as * high Pre- 
«« renders to ſpiritual Liberty,“ muſt be a Para- 
dox to all that are not as well initiated in thoſe boly 
Myſteries as your Lordſhip. Speak out, my Lord. 
—— Tell the World that Conſcience is only a 
Trick of Prieſts, an eccleſiaſtical Foot-ball, to be 
toſſed about juſt as it ſerves the Times. Generouſly 
declare, that tis invidious to urge Conſcience againlt 
— /ome Thouſands a Year, that whatever ſtrikes at 
Church» I yranny is invidious, or whatever weakens 
the Foundations of all illegal and arbitrary En- 
croachments upon the Rights of Mankind. 

The next Obſervation carries along with it, ſome- 
thing very extraordinary in its Nature, As to 
* the Reformation of the Idolatrous Jews, or the 
* aboliſhing of Paganiſm, and Eſtabliſhment of 
«« Chriſtianity, and the eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 
by the reſpective 7ewiſb and Chriſtian Princes ; 
in fact, their aſſumed Supremacy was an Uſurpa- 
« tio on Men's natural Rights.“ That is, accord- 
ing to your Lordſhip, the Fewiſh Reformers, and 
Chriſtian Princes, were accompliſhed Villains. Bur, 
my Lord, were not the Fews under a State of The- 
ocracy ? Was not God himſelf the immediate Ru- 
ler and Governor of that People? If Idolatry was 
ſeverely puniſh'd amongſt them; when fallible 
Men are on a Level with the Deity, as to Know- 
ledge, Witdom, and Goodneſs, then, and not be- 
fore, let them go and do likewiſe. — I ſhall there- 
fore confine mylelf to an Examination of the Ac- 
count you have given as to Chriſtian Princes, Were 
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f (30) 
they in Fact guilty of zſurbing Men's natural 
Rights? Did they per/ecute and puniſh all who 
could not fall in with the eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution ? 
Did they curſe and excommunicate thoſe who diſ- 
claimed all Pretenſions to Infallibity ? Did they in- 
flit Pecuniary Mulis, and encourage oppreſſive 
Laws? I no longer wonder that your Lordſhip is 
inſpired with ſuch a warm Zeal for Eſtabliſhments. 
And are the high flown Pretenſions of the Hierar- 
chy, in being on a level with the civil Conſtitution, 
founded upon Fraud and Uſurpation? Your Church- 
Dignities and Revenues nothing but an Uſurpation 
upon the Rights and Properties of Subjects? Is your 
Pay, (for your Prayers are an unknown Bleſling,) 
an eſtabliſh'd Uſurpation, and Eſtabliſhments in gene- 
ral, the Offspring of Craft and Deluſion? Truth 
will out, my Lord. But I ſhould have been better 
pleaſed with this from an Infidel or a Fanatick's 
Pen than from your Lordſhip's. 
I have nothing to object to this honeſt Account 
given of Eſtabliſhments. But, my Lord, muſt we 
lace in the ſame View all our Church-Reformers ? 
ere this true, a Religion ſupported by ſuch inigui- 
tous Meaſures may juſtly complain of Danger! Hail 
ye glorious Reformers of Mankind, from Idolatries 
and Superſtition, from a Spirit of Bondage and 
Darkneſs, ye Heaven-born Patriarchs of Liberty, 
awake your venerable Aſhes, and hear yourſelves 
branded with the Character of Uſurpers ! Behold 
your Names proſtituted to give ſanction to the 
Bigotry of weak Rulers, that have been firſt de- 
luded, and then deſtroy'd by imperious wicked Ec- 
cleſtaſtics! 

But it ſeems tho* the reforming Princes were 
guilty of an Uſurpation on Mens natural Rights in 
ſettling Eſtabliſhments, yet“ „ their Subjects, 
** notwithſtanding any pretended Scruples and Rights 
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& of Conſcience, were obliged to comply with thoſe 
c eſtabliſhed Reformations, when they were not 
« ſinful in themſelves, nor contrary to the Laws 
« of God.“ Then it ſeems, my Lord, Uſurpations 
of natural Rights, are neither inf in themſelves, 
nor repugnant to divine Precepts. The Church 
changes the nature of things, converts Villany into 
boly Zeal, and unchriſtian Uſurpations are made the 
Bulwarks of the Chriſtian Religion, But admitting 
Uſurpationsof Men's Rights, to beas innocent as 
you apprehend them, (tho' I am ſatisfy*d you'll not 
allow any Uſurpations on your Lord/hip's or the 
Church's Rights to be of that Number) who is to 
judge whether they are to be ſubmitted to? Have 
we recourſe to any infallible Judicature, or is every 
Man to judge for himſelf? It ſeems, not the 
latter; for notwithſtanding “ any Scruples and 
« pretended Rights of Conſcience, Men are 
e obliged to comply with ſuch Eſtabliſhments and 
« Reformations.” 'Tis allowed, thoſe who fall 
in with your Lordſhip's Scheme, would pretend 
no Scruples, or urge no Right of Conſcience to hin- 
der their falling in with gainful Eftabli/hments and 
Reformations, But what if a weak Man of Integri- 
ty can't ſatisfy himſelf in proſtituting his Conſcience 
to the Authority of the Church? If he is oppreſſed 
with any Doubts which way to chuſe inſtead of 
making rational Enquiries into things, has he no- 
ting to do but follow the Advice of a Reverend Ca- 
ſuiſt, whiſtle and ſing, whilſt theſe Fits of the Devil 
are upon him ? Or doth the Strength and Glory of 
the Church conſiſt in large Numbers of Hackney 
Conſciences amongſt us, that are to be let to the beſt 

Bidder ? | 
*Tis true, my Lord, „the“ royal Supremacy 
« has been frequently recogniz*d by the Legiſla- 
« ture, and accordingly ſworn to by liege Sub- 
64 1-&s, 
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« jects,” and by the Clergy too, „on all proper 
* Occaſions ;”” tho? with what Congruity, your 
Lordſhip can beſt tell, if the Church be on @ level 
with the civil Conſtitution itſelf, and independent of it. 
Perhaps they put the ſame Conſtruction upon Oaths 
as others do upon their Prayers, and imagine few 
will take them to be in earneſt, ' I don't repreſent 
this as the Caſe of all the Sons of the Church. 
But as to thoſe who {wear to the Supremacy of the 
Crown, and yet maintain that the Church 1s on a 
level with the civil Conſtitution ; I publickly call 
upon and challenge your Lordſhip to give a more 
favourable Account of their Conduct. 

The Queſtion, with relation to Uniformity of 
Worſhip, is not whether we are oblig'd to“ ſub- 
mit to the Royal Supremacy, and the Laws of the 


Land, in all matters that are not repugnant to the 


Laws of God ; but whether we muſt cowardly ſub- 
mit to the Authority of Churchmen, when repug- 
nant to the royal Supremacy, the Laws of God, 
and the Laws of the Land all together? Whether we 
are in Duty bound to bow down and worſhip our 
Sovereign Lords the Clergy ? — Whether the Word 
of God, or Catholick Antiquity is to be the Rule of 
our Faith and Conduct? Whether there can be any 
lawful Authority, any Authority derived from the 
New Teſtament, or the Reaſon of things, to impoſe 
things that are in their own nature confe/ſedly indif- 
ferent, as neceſſary and eſſential Terms of Chriſtian 
Communion? Has the Church any Right to ex- 
clude thoſe from its Ordinances whom God will at 
laſt admit to his Kingdom? Whatever Sect pre- 
tends to this, let it be called a Party-Club, a caballing, 
intriguing, ſfiritual Faction, but let it not be called 
the Church of Chriſt, which is as oppoſite to it, as 

Light is to Darkneſs, | 
In the following Pages, your Lordſhip expatiates 
on 
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on the Excellency of the Liturgy and Government 
of our Church, But are there no Blemz/bes in 
either? Would it not have been generous to have 
pointed theſe to your Clergy, my Lord? Would 
it not have diſcovered greater Impartiality to con- 
feſs that the Church is fallible; > reject the ob- 
ſcure, unintelligible Notions of bung! ing Creed ma- 
kers; and allow the Bible excluſive of all Prieſtly 
Appenadages and ſupplemental Decorations, to be a 
perfect Rule of our Faith and Manners? Indeed, 
your Lordſhip has hinted that the ſuperior Authority 
of God, is rather to be obeyed than that of Men. 
That is, I preſume, if it happens to coincide with 
the Authority of the Church. But, my Lord, ſuch 
Hints, in point of Prudence, ought to be cautiouſly 
given. In the Language of our Church, they are 
of dangerous Conſequence; and have led Men to 

@poftalize into the Truth, 
I muſt not paſs by what your Lordſhip aſſerts“, 
* that the Rights of Conſcience do by no means in- 
« terferc either with the Eſtabliſhment of an ec- 
&« clefiaſtical Conſtitution in general, or with the 
« preſent Eftabliſhment of the Church of England 
in particular.” I won't charge your Lord/hip 
with Abfurdity and Contradiction. Myſtery is a 
more polit: and faſhionable Term. Permit me 
then to obſerve, that tis a Myſtery with a venge- 
ance, how to reconcile this with what you advan- 
ced elſewhere, Þ that * in fact the aſſumed Supre- 
„ macy of Chriſtian Powers was an Uſurpation on 
« Mens natural Rights.” Holy, infallible and 
omnipotent Mother! By virtue of thy Authority, 
the reform*d Religion is damn'd, as an Uſurpation 
of natural Rights; and by virtue of the ſame, to 
ſerve a different Turn, no Eſtabliſhments whatſo- 
ever claſh with the Rights of Conſcience, whether 
it be the Eſtabliſhment of the Alcoran, of an In- 
| F qui. 
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quiſition, of the Church of England, of Scotland, or 
Geneva! If Men are perſwaded that what is 
« ęſtabliſb'd is unlawful, they muſt patiently ſuffer 
By parity of Reaſon, if Men of Importance utter 
Inconſiſtencies, others muſt patiently ſubmit to 
hear them. But, my Lord, as you are a ſkilful 
Caſuiſt, — I would be reſolv'd in this; Job had 
Patience enough to bear the Perſecutions of the De- 
vil, and as ſome have thought, worft of all Devils, 
the Devil of a Wife. — But as I can't embrace that 
Notion, I would be informed, would his Patience 
have maintained Ground againſt the Perfecutions of 
Nonſenſe? Is not his expoſtulatory Addreſs to his 
Friends juſtly applicable to all the Patrons of 
publick Conſcience, of a cruel oppreſſive Spirit ? 
Will ye ſpeak wickedly for God ? Will ye talk deceit- 
fully for him? —— It Men muſt patiently ſuffer un- 
der Eſtabliſhments which they are perſuaded to be 
unlawful, how will your Lordſhip, upon this foot- 
ing, vindicate the Conduct of our firſt Reformers 
from Popery, who inſtead of patiently ſuffering, 
thought it their Duty to hazard their Lives and 
Fortunes for the effectual Accompliſhment of a 
Reformation? I have been puzzling myſelf, Ari- 
ſtotle, Scotus, and Aquinas, in hopes of hammer- 
ing out ſome Diſtinction:that might, in this Caſe, 
have fſerv*d for an Evaſion ; but all without Succeſs, 
and therefore muſt leave it to your Lordſhip. - 

*Tis agreed, that when thoſe who diſſent from us, 
are legally indulg*d 'a Liberty of Conſcience *, 
«© they ought to thank God for it;“ and I add, not 
the Clergy. But what Diſturbance can it give the 
Public, for Men to propoſe their Sentiments with 
Freedom and Honeſty, and to attack Craft, Kna- 
very, and Superſtition ? 

It gives me a ſenſible Pleaſure, to find it allow'd, 
that . ſecular Authority, and advantagious Pla- 

| ces, 
Charge 1. p. 2). + Charge 1. p. 28. 
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* ces, are not things e/ential to Religion.“ But I 
ſuppoſe, my Lord, you mean no more than that 
they are not eſſential to it on both ſides of the Que- 
ſtion, As we have a right to differ from all Man- 
kind, but none have a Right to differ from us; ſo 
are not Church- Wealth and Power, things e/ſential 
to Religion amongſt us, tho* they bear no man- 
ner of Connection with it in other Communities and 
Churches? — The Reader will obſerve, what your 
Lordſhip has aſſerted *, that the Fate of the Tithes 
and Chriſtianity are immediately connected ! that 
is, to render your Lordſhip conſiſtent, tho? Tithes 
are not eſſ-ntial to Chriſtianity, yet Chriſtianity muſt 
fall without them. A Chriſtianity without Tubes 
would no more reliſh with the ſacred Prieſthood, 
than a Sermon without Party-beat, and uncharitable 
Larguage, low, and unmannerly Invedtive. But ſup- 
poſing it Fact, that worldly Greatneſs is not eſſen- 
tial to Religion; Bi/h9ps, my Lord, mult be 
brought down on a level with other Men, and with- 
out any Danger to the Church, Chriſtianity may 
be reſcucd from the ſcandalous Abuſe of one of its 
molt folemn Inſtitutions. — But it is obſerved, 
that „the Rights of Kings and the Legiſlature, 
are a juſt Ballance to the /uproſed Rights of 
* Conſcience of private Subjects ;** a notable De- 
fence of all the Craft, Villanics, and inquiſitorial 
Vengeance of Romiſb Prieſts and Prelates ! 

The Rights of Conſcience, as to private Subjects, 
are ſuppoſed Kights, that is pretended Rights, without 
any Foundation to ſupport the Claim, or in other 
words, none have a Right to think, who don'c 
think, I will not ſay according to the Direction of 
the Legiſlature ; but according to the Direction of 
my L—ds the B-—ps. But *tis further alledg'd. 
« that when rightly explain'd, the Rights of the 
« Legiſlature and private Subjects, don't interfere 
de with one another.“ If ſo, when one was fixed 


F 2 on 
Charge 1. p. 42. 


(36) 
on © as a juſt Ballance to the other,” of conſe- 
quence you have not rightly explained them. But 
Ideſiſt, left it ſhould be judg*d Scan. Magn. to 
diſpute the Unerringneſs of your Lordſhip's Judg- 

ment. | 
*Tis urged, that in the * Circumſtances of di- 
vine Worſhip, and all indifferent matters, the Au- / 
thority of the Legiſlature ought ſurely to prevail 
over private Opinions? What if private Opinions are 
agreeable to Keaſon and a divine Revelation, ought 
Aulos ity to prevail over Truih, and Tyranny over 
Conſcience ? — By Circumſtances of Worſhip and 
indifferent Matters, *tis preſumed you underſtand, 
things not eſſential to our future Happineſs. I muſt 
once more call upon you, my Lord, to vindicate, 
upon this Footing, the Juſtice and Equitableneſs 
of our Reformation from Popery, No Men of 
Canfour will aſſert an impoſſibility of Salvation in 
the Romi/ſh Church and Communion. How then, 
according to your Reaſoning, can you account for 
renouncing the Catholic Faith? But with whom 
ought Aubority to prevail over private Opinions? 
Not with honeft Men, and give me leave to add, I 
hope without Offence, not with your Lordſhip. 
With Perſons of Integrity and Judgment, no Au- 
thority will have any weight, but that of Reaſon. 
Authority has been urged with equal Zeal on very 
different Occaſions. Authority for Arianiſm, as 
ſtrong Authority againſt it. And muſt our Princi- 
ples change as Authority changes Sides? Then we no 
longer worſhip God, but the Times, — We have | 
the Authority of Fathers againſt Fathers, Councils 
againſt Councils, and Biſhops againſt Biſhops, Au- 
thority has often conſecrated Error, nur? d Ignorance, 
and {uppr:fſed Truth. Authority has made Ty- 
rants, Authority has made Slaves, Authority has 
made Hypocrites, Authority has made Creeds, Chur- 
cbes, 
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ches, and Gods; but mere Authority has ſeldom 
propagated Virtue, or true Religion, Is the Le- 
giſlature infallible, that we ſhould make it 
our Standard, and ſubmit our Judgments to its 
Dire&ion ? No, that is the ſole Prerogative, not of 
unhallowed Laics, but of the Church and Biſhops ! 
Why then muſt we recognize public and eſtabliſb d 
Opinions? It can't be always out of deference to 
Truth. I prefume then, my Lord, it muſt be for 
the ſame Reaſon, as a late eminent Divine was indu- 
ced to ſerve God towards the Eaſt: He that will 
be a riſing Man, let him worſhip the riſing Sun. 
The Dcſign of civil Laws is not to /e % Orthodoxy, 
but to puniſb Immoralities, that bear an ill Aſpect 
on the Welfare of a Nation. Neither Virtue nor 
Knowledge are the Offspring of Conftraint and 
Power, Were it ſo, my Lord, Tyburn Officers 
would be as great Benefactors to Mankind, as the 
Conſecrators of Chriſtians and Churches, But 'tis 
to be feared, that tho* Crouds attend both in the 
Execution of their reſpective Offices ; yet neither 
the Dignity of Characters, nor the S:[zmmity of their 
Function, would transfuſe Knowledge or Virtue in- 
to the minds of Spectators. 

Your Lordſhip apprehends “, that “ the Force 
«© of Religion is weaken'd by independent Schemes 
e and endleſs Diviſions.” That is, the liberty of 
private Judgment, which will unavoidably produce, 
what you call, independent Schemes and endleſs 
Diviſions, weakens the force of Religion. What 
an Odium doth this caſt on the Reformation? Upon 
that glorious and memorable Ara of Britiſh Liberty, 
the Revolution? And upon the il luſtrious Proteſtant 
Family on the Throne ? All which have confirmed 
our right of judging for optſclves, of being led by 
Reaſon, and not by Prieſts ; and therefore, accord- 
ing to your Lordſhip, have been acceſſary towards 


weak- 
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weakening the Force of Religion? And what fol- 
Jows, if Men are not allowed to think for them- 
ſelves in matters of Faith and Religion, Tyranny 
and Ignorance will be repreſented as the Parents of 
Virtue, and an vſurping Prieſtbocd become the only 
proper Object of ſuch a Devotion! My Lord, you 
may write en thouſand Charges againſt Popery, de- 
claim againſt its Errors, and Corruptions, and parti- 
cularly againſt * Rival Biſhops, that eſcape with Im- 
punity, and yet be far from doing any real Service 
to the Proteſtant Cauſe, whilſt theſe Notions are ſo 
warmly advanced, and I dare ſay ſincerely too, that 
ſtrike at the very Fundamentals of the Reformation! 
But, in point of Prudence, to uſe your Lordſhip's 
own Words, whatever your Sentiments may be, 
you ought, as the Times go, to have ſuppreſſed 
this, 

*Tis not likely, that the wiſe Author of Nature, 
ever intended that Men ſhould think alike in all 
ſpeculative Matters, otherwiſe he might have put 
all Truth on a level with the meane/t Underſtand- 
ings; or given all Mankind equa! Capacities for 
judging. Indeed, Uniformity in religious Princi- 
ples is not only not to be ex/ected; but not to be 
i'd for, under the preſent Circumſtances of our 
Nature. Variety of Opinions animate Men with 
Reſolution in making free and vigorous Re-ſearches 
into things; they improve Knowledge, and cheriſh 
Inſtruction. Beſides, as in Government one Par- 
ty is a Check upon another, and a warm Oppoſition 
to the Meaſures of thoſe who are of the greateſt 
Weight and Influence in the Senate, nece/itates them 
to maintain a prudent Jealouſy over themſelves, leſt 
they countenance any Trantactions that may juſtify 
the Oppoſition that is forming againſt them ; and 
awaken the Reſentments of a free People, Were 


it not for ſuch happy Struggles, no Nation would 
be 
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be ſafe from being ſwallowed up by the Arbitrarineſs, 
Avarice, or Ambition of Men of corrupt Diſpoſi- 
tion. So is it the ſame as to our religious Diſputes 
and Conteſts, Were it not owing to theſe, would 
not Creeds and Eſtabliſhments ſoon triumph over 
S-nſe, Honeſty, and Conſcience ? The only Religion 
in faſhion, would be on the one fide, to conſecrate 
Tyranny, and on the other to worſhip Bondage. 
Where Free-thinking has been baniſh'd from a Coun 
try, and -ftabliſhed Standards of Orthodoxy ſettled 
in its room, Mimickry has always paſſed tor Virtue, 
and ridiculous Errantry for divine Grace. Nay, 
often it has been counted equally enthuſiaſtic, to de- 
cry Forms of Godlineſs, and Forms of Prayer, and 
Puppet-ſhew Devotions have atoned for the want of 
rational Worſhip and Obedience, But it ſeems, ac- 
cording to your Lordſhip, to explode Prieftcraſt and 
Superſtition, is, to weaken the Force of Religion. 
If Differences in Sentiments and Opinions, are ſo in- 
jurious to Chriſtianity, is it not a high Reflection 
upon the Supreme Being, that he has treated Man- 
kind with different Intellectuals, Features, Capa- 
cities and Endowments ? Is it not a high Reflection 
on the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the Deity,” that we 
have an agreeable variety of Cattle in our Flocks, 
of Herbs in our Fields, and Flowers in our Gar- 
dens? My Lord, if your Obſervation holds good, 
theſe muſt be ſo many Soleciſms in Nature. As for 
my own part, I think 2% kindly of my Maker, to 
countenance ſuch extravagant Imaginations. But 
tis neither my Province nor Iuclination to make 
Creeas for your Lordſhip, 

I ſhall not enter upon the Enquiry, whether the 
Epiſcopal part of our Conſtitution (I preſume you 
mean Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, my Lord) be as an- 
* cient as Chriſtianity itſelf in this Iſland:?“ I have 
ſometimes met with Perſons who valued themſelves 
upon the Character of orthodox Churchmen, as or- 
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thodox perhaps, as your Lordſbip, that have aſſert- 
ed our Bork of Common Prayer to be of much great- 
er Antiquity than the Bible; and I make no que- 
ſion, but they paid it a greater Reverence and Eſ- 
teem. But, my Lord, as it can't give any Digni- 
ty to the Character of the Devil, that he was a 
». Murderer from the beginning, ſo any Pleas of Anti- 
quity, admitting them to be Fact, can't juſtify Er- 
ror, Tyranny, and Uſurpation, — I handors paſs 
by your Remarks on the Conſtitution of the Pri- 
mitive Church, which you have aſſerted without the 
Expence of any Proof, ſince probably they may be 
as firmly believed when urged by your Lordſhip, 
conſidering your diſtinguiſhing Charader,” with- 

out any Proof at all, 

The Theodoſian Code is referr*d to, as an Au- 
thority to ſhew that the ancient Chriſtians be- 
« Jieved that a public Contempt of the Chriſtian 
&« Religion was puniſhablg by human Laws.“ 
Did Chriſt and his Apoſtles believe ſo, my Lord ? 
Did they teach ſuch Doctrines to their Followers 
and Diſciples, or practiſe accordingly themſelves ? 
Why did not the Author of our holy Faith exert 
his miraculous. Power, command the Sword, Fa- 
mine, or Peſtilence, to rage over the Univerſe, 
and deſtroy all thoſe who would not ſubmit to his 
Authority, or diſputed his Miſſion? Why did he 
not depopulate the Earth for the Honour of the 
God of Heaven? Why did he not puniſh thoſe 
Jewiſh . High-Churchmen that blaſphemed his Reli- 
gion, by attributing the Miracles he wrought to 
the Power of Devils? Why did he not countenance 
his Diſciples, when they would have called down 
Fire from Heaven to conſume the heretical Sama- 
ritans ? Nay, why, my Lord, did he not erect Star- 
Chambers and High-Commiſſion Courts, eſtabliſh 


Laws for pecuniary Fines and Impriſonments, aſ- 
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 ſemble Synods and Convocations, excommunicate 
and conſign over all thoſe to the Mercy of Eccleſi- 
aſtics and the Devil, who had Honeſty enough to 
examine into things; and Reſolution enough to 
publiſh the Reſult of their Enquiries, —— But Þ 11 
preſs this no farther, —— Tis enough, that he was 
not adviſed by your Lordſhip. — I know it has 
been urged, that Projectors ſeldom accompliſh their 
Views, but Poſterity reap the ſweet Fruits of their 
Labours. But, my Lord, you'll not approve of 
any Reflections ſo injurious to the Character of the 
wiſe benevolent Author of the Chriſtian Religion. 

The next Remark I ſhall offer, relates to what 
you obſerve -*, that Nonconformiſts * profeſs a a 
Form of the Chriſtian Religion.” I agree, that 
in point of Prudence we ought to reverence moderate 
Conformity tothe Humours of the Church and Wo- 
men. But is there nothing but a Form of Religion 
amongſt thoſe who think otherwiſe, my Lord? 
Do Honeſty and Virtue degenerate into mefe Form, 
unleſs they are conſecrated by Eſtabliſhments? 
Are Love to the Deity, and Benevolence to our 
Fellow-Creatures of no value unleſs they have the 
ſtamp of Cburcb - Ortbodoxy upon them? Will you 
ſuggeſt that there are no Friends to ny and to 
Mankind among Diſſenters? In point of Prudence 
conceal ſuch Sentiments, my Lord ! 

The Biſhop of London's Codex is recommended to 
your Clergy ,“ to whom the Church of — 
is extremely obliged, as on other important Occa- 
0 ſions, ſo particularlyfor that eminent Service done 
© by him jn his moſt elaborate Work, the Code 
of the Engliſb eccleſiaſtical Law; together with his 
every judicious introductory Diſcourſe concern- 
ing the preſent State of the Power, Diſcipline, 
«© and Laws of the Church of England ; —a 


« Work which muſt be ever conſidered as a Stan- 
G dard 


See Charge 1. p. 33- + 1. Charge p. 35. 
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« dard by all competent Judges,” How far 1 
might chime with you in your Notions, were I as 
well paid for defending them as your Lordſhip, 1 
can't te!] : But I muſt expreſs my own Sentiments 
frankly, perhaps you'll urge I have no Intereſt in 
view, and therefore — can be no competent Judge 
of the matter. This celebrated Standard has been 


_ juſtly deemed an Inſult upon the Laws of the Na- 


tion, and if it eſcapes the Notice of the Legiſlature, 
it muſt be, becauſe *tis 40% contemptible to deſerve it. 
I expect this Remark will procure many eccleſiaſti- 
cal Anatbema's ; but aſſure yourſelf, my Lord, I 
lay no greater Streſs upon a Pope's Curſe, than I do 
upon a Biſhop's Bleſſing, But allowing this ſpiritual 
Attorney, all the Merit aſcrib'd ro him by your 
Lordſhip, — yet is not the Chriſtian Church in ge- 
neral obliged to him, as well as the Church of Eng- 
land ? Or has he done no further Service to Chri- 
ſtianity, than in conſtituting Church-Laws, and re- 
preſenting Church- Power as independent and bound- 
leſs. — My Lord, I have a greater veneration for 
our Church, than to confider ſuch exorbitant 
Claims as calculated, to give it any real Dignity, 
however they may aggrandize its Authority. But 
as there is “ ſcarce Honeſty enough in the Nation, 
according to your Lordſhip, to fave it from 
« downright Ruin,“ no wonder there ſhould be a 
Set of Men that are zealous in betraying Virtue, as 
well as“ Virtue's Friends, and all under the ſpe- 
cious Pretence of acting for the good of the Chur. 
Tis allow'd, the eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution has 
<< ſome lefier Deficiencies, and if the preſent Age 
+ were ſuitable to ſo great a Work as that of a 
*+© Review, carried on by Men of Temper and Can- 
% dour, without Prejudices and Reſentment, it 
might be brought to the higheſt Perfection on 
the preſent Foundation, that the nature of the 
Bore thing 
See the Reaſons of the Oppoſition to Dr. Rundle conſidere 1. 
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< thing is capable of *.“ I muſt beg leave to ex- 
poſtulate here with your Lordſhip. Is nat our na- 
tional Eſtabliſhment derived from the primitive 
Church, p. 31, and yet ſubject to leſſer Deficiencies 2 | 
It ſo, why are we required to pay luch an abſolute 
Reverence to its Dictates and Authority? Or is 
that now become a human Conſtitution, which in 
P. 19, was divine and heavenly ? But perhaps it will 
be urged, that *tis both perfefly human, and per- 
fefly divine, like the chimerical Exiſtence ſer forth 
in a ſpurious celebrated Creed; tho? like that too, 
*tis — neither made nor begotten in the reaſon of 
things, but proceeding from fooliſh Inventions. 
Why is not the preſent Age ſuitable to fo great a 
Work as that of a Review? Have we no Men of 
Candour and Temper amongſt us? May I be al- 
lowed to alk, without any Imputation of Flattery, 
what mult the World conclude of your Lordſhip £ 
What Account can be given of the venerable Bench 
and the whole Body of the Prieſthood ? All Ny po- 
crites and Bigots, — No, my Lord, we have Per- 
ſons of the greateſt Worth and Learning that adorn 
our Church, and do Honour to the Nation; Men 
that are not afraid of eſpouſing the Principles of 
Liberty, nor aſhamed of being baneſt. But, perhaps 
you'll urge that theſe are the very Men that bring 

the Church into Danger. | 
But however mean an Opinion your Lordſhip 
may form of Eccleſiaſtics, mult the Laity be brand- 
ed with the ſame Marks of Ignominy and Scandal? 
Shall a Britiſh Houſe of Commons be arraign'd as con- 
ſtituted of Perſons of no Honour or Integrity, — as 
Tyrants, Slaves, or Villains? — But Taik pardon, 
*ris the Church's di/tinguihing Charadter, to be nor 
only exempt from, but above all Lay-Power, and 
Juriſdiction. I appeal to yourſelf as to this, and 
humbly propoſe whether being refuſed the liberty 
2 to 


* 1 Charge, p. 36. 
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to confirm in a certain regal Peculiar, in the Coun 
of Salop, did not give great, I won't ſay juſt Of- 
fence to your Lordſhip ? But I wave this, to make 
way for a Subject more agreeable to your Lord- 

| ſhip's taſte, — the Parochial Rights of Tithes and 
Glebe- Lands. * Tis obſervable, as remarked before, 
that how contemptible ſoever the Rights of Conſcience 
and the Chriſtian Church are treated, — 
Rights engage your Lordſhip's particular Regards. 
Infidels ſcoff, and cry if the Clergy can but ſecure 
their Tithes, Truth may ſhift for herſelf, However, 
let Tithes and Glebes be inviolably preſerved : I 
would not apply to them, what your Lordſhip doth 
to * Chriſtianity, that they arean Uſurpation on the 
Rights of Mankind. But, my Lord, *tis an ca- 
bliſhed Opinion, and I know you highly reverence 
Notions that are eſtabliſhed, that you might have re- 
commended to your Clergy, many more uſeful and 
inſtructive Leſſons. But the Caſe ſtands thus, the 
loſs of a T:the-Pigg or an Eaſter-Offering. will make 
the Church totter, and ſhake its mighty Foundations. 
Any one who takes a view of the numberleſs Vex- 
ations and ſcandalous Proſecutions that have from 
time to time been carried on about ſmall Tithes, 
will agree with me, that to recommend the ſtudy 
of the Goſpel of Peace, would have been much 
more ſeaſonable, tho*perhaps not ſoacceptable, a 
Subject as the ſtudy of Parochial Rights and Pow- 
er. Who knows not that *tis ſafer to truſt an Or- 
Phan to the Guardianſhip of a hungry Miſer, a 
Man's Carcaſe within the Paws of a hungry Lion, 
than to truſt a weak ſcrupulous Confcience about 
Tithes, to the Mercy of a Legion of hungry raven- 
ing Ecclefiaſtics ? | 

But having left the Church in full poſſeſſion of 
her legal Rights, we are next to enquire after her 
Patrimony. There are, it ſeems, T many In- 

: «c plopri- 
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<« propriations in your Lordſhip's Dioceſs, and the 
« Church's Patrimony has been alienated.” But 
what Church's, myLord ? The Church of England's 
or of Rome's? A Proteſtant or a Popiſh Church's ? 
You'll not pretend that Impropriations were the 
Patrimony of our Mother-Church? They never 
belonged to her; nor can I account, my Lord, 
for your aſcertaining a Title to them, upon any 
other footing, than this; — That as the Church ot 
Rome is no more in this Land, your Lordſhip lays 
claim to her Poſſeſſions by right of Inheritance, as 
being. next a-kin, But, notwithſtanding your di- 
« ſtinguiſbing Character,“ and the Divinity of un- 
interrupted Succeſſion, the Entail is cut off, to your 
Diſappointment, my Lord. 

Why are not the like Complaints uſher'd, that 
Infallibility has been diſelaimed and rejected? Your 
Lordſhip's Pretenſions may hold equally ſtrong as 
to both. Tis almoſt needleſs to remark, that this 
glorious Patrimony was the Fruits of eccleſiaſtical 
Knavery. and Oppreſſion. The Prieſts enriched 
themſelves upon the Spoils of Honeſty and Virtue, 
compounded with Aſſaſſins, Cut-throats, or Robbers, 
to pardon all their Sins for a rich Legacy to the 
Church; and thus the Reverend Deceivers ſoon 
found trafficking in Salvation to be a gainful Trade, 
as the polite Dr. Yung has expreſſed it, 


Dying Sinners, to blot out their Score, 
Bequeath'd the Church the Leavings of a Whore, 
Univerſal Paſſion, 


The Alienation of what your Lordſhip calls the 
Patrimony of the Church, is well known to be the 
main Pillar of the Reformation. And would you 
propoſe that all the Lands engroſo'd by the Church 
before the time of King Henry VIII. ſhould be re- 
ſtored to it again? Be conſiſtent, my Lord, tho? 
we diſclaim Popiſh Superſtitions, ſtand up for an 
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Engliſh Infallibility,, and Courts of Inquiſition, and 
eſtabliſh an Hierarchy, reſembling that of Rome in 
all its Scenes of pompous Villany and Horrors, Let 
the Church's Patrimony be appropriated to the ori- 
ginal Intention, Let the Clergy enjoy all the 
Lands and Ladies in Great- Britain; and as to Ho- 
neſty and Conſcience, let them take their Fate! None 
can judge this Repreſentation to be foreign to 
what you have advanced, if *tis compared with 
what follows, that *tis abſolutely neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve and defend ſmall Tithes. How abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, my Lord? Doth the Happineſs of Mankind, 
the Growth of Virtue and Knowledge, depend upon 
an oppreſſive Exactneſs in collecting of Tithes ? Be 
the Sub/iRtence of Vicars dependent upon them, yet, 
my Lord, Chriſtianity may ſubſiſt without. If Im- 
propriations are the Patrimony of the Church, then 
of conſequence the Legiſlature concerned in ſuch 
Alienation, were guilty of notorious Sacrilege and 
High-Treaſon againſt the Clergy, in robbing them 
of their conſecrated Dues. But I forbear.— 
*Tis enough that your Lordſhip diſapproves of the 
Doctrines of the Romiſh Church as unſound and He- 
teredox ; yet it ſeems there is a deal of Or/bodoxy in 
her Treaſures, Permit me to enquire, my Lord, 
what kept the World fo long in aw/ſu! /gnorance and 
Darkneſs ? Was it not the Patrimony cl the Church? 
What has been the Parent of Bigotry, and nurſed Fu- 
perſtition throughout many ſucceſſive Ages? What 
has been the Foundation of Prieſteraſt, Idelatry, 
and Error? What has made Light Darkneſs, and 
Good Evil? ſtill this ſolemn thing, the Patrimony of 
the Church, my Lord. What has made Liberty 
unfaſbionable, and Mobs venerable and ſacred? ———— 
Is it not the Patrimony of the Church, that gave 


birth to all this, my Lord? 


But may it pleaſe you, to conſider, how foreign 
thole Inſtructions are to thoſe delivered by —_ 
an 
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and his Apoſtles? and yet, notwithſtanding all 
this, a Church without Patrimony, in your Lord- 
ſhip's Eſtimation, like a fair Lady without For- 
tune, loſes all her Charms: and in both Caſes a- 
like, neither to be wedded for her engaging Ac- 
compliſhments, but for the ſake of protuſe Wealth 
and Dowry. — However, admitting it abſolutely 
neceſſary to preſerve Tithes, yet I believe few will 
imagine it abſolutely neceſſary to inculcate this upon 
the minds of the Clergy. Nay, my Lord, many 
think it abſolutely neceſſary to have Laws enacted to 
reſtrain your little eccleſiaſtical Puttifoggers from car- 
Vos on litigious and ſcandalous Proſecutions. 

ill your Lordſhip recommend the Conduct of 
an Apoſtate Angel, to the Imitation of the ſacred 
Prieſthood, and call upon them tu caſt Men into 
* Priſon ? Are Augmentation Offices, my Lord, the 
great Charters of our Faith and Worſhip? Or are 
theſe the Divinities in faſhion, and as ſuch worſhip- 
ped by a Sett of Men, whole diſtinguiſhing Charac- 
ter is (for ſurely we may believe your Lordſhip) on 
all other Occaſions, to expect Adoration paid to 
themſelves ? 

I ſhall make no Remarks on what is hinted by 
your Lordſhip relating to Church-Donations. The 
Legiſlature has wiſely check'd the Progreſs of all 
Prieſtly Juggling nnd Impoſture from this Quar- 
ter, and put an end to the Church's being pampered 
with the Heritage of Oppreſſions ! — But amongſt 
all the curious Reflections that both your Lord- 
ſhip's Charges abound with, nothing ſurprizes me 
ſo much, as to ſee it aſſerted by a Divine, a Biſhop 
of our Church 4, that the Times are ſo extreamly bad, 
that there is ſcarce Honeſty engugh left to ſave the 
Nation from downright Ruin. The higheſt Com- 
pliment I can beſtow upon this Occaſion, is, that 


you 
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ou were not in earneſt when you delivered this. 
e let us examine into the matter. As the 
ſpiritual Commiſſioners, (1 won't ſay of Trade, for 
that would be ſinking them intq a Level with the 
Governors of other Societies, amongſt whom I hope 
the Principles * of Honeſty are common) but as the 
ſpiritual Commiſſioners of Heaven claim our higheſt 


Regards, we'll begin our Remarks there. What 
will your Lordſhip repreſent the whole Body of the 


Clergy to be? What will become of the whole Ca- 
valry of the Church, Archbiſhops, Biſhops and 
Deans; Prebends, Archdeacons, Vicars, Appa- 
ritors, and Curates? Have they done nothing to 
promote the Intereſt of Virtue? Or have they cor- 
rupted the World, palm'd Superſtition on Man- 
kind for Religion, and Mimickry for Chriſtian 
Worſhip? Are all their Pretenſions to Piety only 


Prieſtcraft and Hypocriſy ? And doth the Matter 


in Fact ſtand thus, that there is /itle Honeſty a- 
mongſt them ? Is their Zeal for the Church, their 
ſolemn Subſcriptions to its Articles, their liſting them- 
ſelves into its Service, only the Offspring of Self- 
Intereſt? What regard can Kings pay to their Oaths, 
the Laity to their Preaching, and the World to their 
Function, if their diſtinguiſhing Character be this, 
that there is ſcarce any Honeſty amongſt them? What 
are all the outward Appearances of Devotion, Faſt- 
ing, and Prayer, by which our Church is eminent- 
ly diſtinguiſhed ? Is there nothing in all this, my 
Lord, but a Trick of the Prieſts to get Money ? 
Are they only devout out of Knavery, and do they 
worſhip the Almighty not for Grace, but Gold? If 
ſo, of what mighty Importance are fulſome Panegy- 
rics, on the Sanctity of national Churches? A com- 
"11/ſioned Prieſtbood that doth not reform the World, 
is a Diſgrace to Chriſtianity, and an Inſult upon 
common Senſe. Wherever ſolemn Chbeas are im- 

| | poſed 


dee 2 Charge, p. 58. 
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poſed upon the Publie, and virtually confeſſed to 
be of no Service to the Country, *tis a Blefling to 
have ſuch Rogueries detected, and *cis a piece of 
Juſtice to puniſh the Abettors of them, as ſo many 
ſtrolling Conjurers and Vagrants. A Church with- 
out Honeſty, like a Proſtitute without Shame or 
Virtue, may betray Innocence and ſeduce Multi- 
rudes into Ruin, but can never be uſeful to any 
State or Nation, However, theſe are the natural 
and juft Conſequences of the Principles laid down . 
by your Lordſhip, that there is . ſcarce Honeſty 
enough in the Nation to fave it from downright 
Ruin.“ 'Tis allowed, there will be Knaves and 
Fools in all Profeſſions. However, I mult differ 
from you, my Lord, and maintain that we have 
many excellent and learned Divines belonging to 
our Church, whoſe Characters and Accompliſh- 
ments are as illuſtrious as their Stations, I could 
givea Catalogue, but I know it would offend your 
Lordſhip's Modeſty to be inſerted amongſt them, 
and therefore ſhall decline the Taſk. In the 
next place, in what Views muſt the Zngizh Laity 
be painted ? I muſt repeat the Queſtion. Muſt 
the Majority of a Brit Houſe.of Commons be ſtig- 
matized as Men of no Honeſty:? Are the Guardi- 
ans of our Liberties, the Gentry of the Nation, 
Enemies to Truth and Virtue? Are there not 
Thouſands and ten Thouſands in this Kingdom, in 
lower Spheres of Life, who behave very worthily 
in their Stations? Ves, py Lord, we have Plow- 
men, that in their ity are as ſerviceable to 
their Country, as Biſhops ? ----- I am apprized, 
my Lord, *tis the Faſhion to deem all thoſe Iuſi dels 
who can't ſee the reaſonableneſs of High-Church- 
men's Opinions; yet J am ſo weak as to believe 
the Times are not ſo bad as your Lordſhip repre- 
ſents them, I can't pretend to form a Judgment 
what Character {hat part o Mankind deſerves, which 
your 
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your Lordſhip is moſt converſant with; but ſhall 
ſtill maintain this, that there is more Honeſty in 
the Nation now, than in former Ages, when Eccle- 
fiaſtics were our Rulers, and when Tyranny was li- 
cenſed from the Throne, However, 1 am ſorry 
that a Perſon of your Lordſhip's Character and 
Reputation has the Misfortune, according to your 
own Account, to be acquainted with few * but 
ſuch as are — abandoned Miſcreants and Villains. 
I muſt confeſs, my Lord, when I have heard 
ſome rigid Fanatics of different Denominations, 
ouring out their Spleen and Invectives againſt 
Nature, urging that their Iniquities were entailed 
upon them by their Fathers; and not only that they 
were Knaves, which perhaps none ever diſputed, 
but that they were Knaves by their very Extraction; 
it has given me a very mean Idea of the Abettors of 
ſuch Principles and Notions. I can't conceive why 
ſuch di/honourable and low Sentiments ſhould be en- 
tertained of human Nature, unleſs it be that the 
Authors of them have converſed amongſt the low- 
eſt Part of their Species; or otherwiſe are Perſons 
of no Virtue or Character themſelves, -*Tis natu- 
ral enough to form an Opinion of others from thoſe 
Diſpoſitions that are molt prevalent and command- 
ing in ourſelves. — It can't be imagin'd, that this 
Jatter ſhould be the Caſe as to your Lordſhip. 
But, my Lord, as the hard Names of Infidels 
and Heretics have been oft aukwardly apply'd to 
diſcountenance free Enquiries into Truth, ſo many 
will judge, that *cis no more than an artful Bug- 
bear, to ſuggeſt that there is ſcarce any Honeſty 
in the Nation. Your Lordſhip will not preſume to 
deny that we have wiſe Governors and Rulers: The 
Laity no longer hug their Chains: They dare 
think for themſelves, without ſolliciting Leave of 
the Clergy. Bur perhaps it might be your Lord- 
ſhip's Opinion, that *tis owing to want of Honeſty, 
that 
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that Laynen ever think at all. Tis their DutY 
not to puzzle themſelves with Reaſon, but to obeY 
their ſpiritual Guides, and implicitly ſubmit to theit 
Directions. 

The Danger of the Church calls afreſh for our 
Regards, the Tithe-Bill, and what is connected 
« with it, the Fate of the Chriſtian Religion,” 
ſhould awaken our Fears, and alarm all our Paſ- 
ſions. —*Tis well known that acting Bills have 
been as faſhionable as ſcandalous in the State, and 
now it ſeems ſomething of the ſame nature mult be 
introduced into Religion. The Tithe- Bill and the 
Fate of Chriſtianity connefted ! Wherein doth Chri- 
ſtianity conſiſt? Is it not in reverence to the Deity, 
in ſocial Virtue and Goodnels ? and can't theſe ſub- 
fiſt without Tithes, nay, without any Prieſthood at 
all? In primitive Times there were no Stipends an- 
nexed to Preaching, and yet Chriſtianity triumph- 
ed over High- Church Prieſts and Heatbeniſin, and 
made a victorious Progreſs. But has it gain'd 
ground proportionable to the increaſe of Church- 
Wealth and Power? The very reverſe, my Lord. 
When Chriſtian Prieſts became pampered with 
Pride and Luxury, and grew inſolent in Tyranny, 
Religion ſtarv'd, and Piety loſt ground in propor- 
tion. ?* Tis obſervable, as the immortal Milton has 
expreſlcd it; ** Thatſo long as the Church, in true 
e 1mitation of Chriſt, can be content to ride upon an 
% Aſs, carrying herſelf and her Government along 
in a mean and ſimple Guile, ſhe may be, as he 
is, a Lion of the Tribe of Judab, and in her 
*+ Humility, all Men with loud Hoſannahs will 
© confels her greatneſs; but when, deſpiſing the 
* mighty Operation of the Spirit by the weak 
© things of this World, ſhe thinks tò make her- 
e ſelf bigger and more conſiderable, by uſing the 
&« way of civil Force and Juriſdiction, as ſhe fits 

H 2 © upon 
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4 upon this Lion ſhe changes into an Aſs, and 
« inſtead of Hoſannahs, every Man pelts her with 
«« Stones and Dirt.” And indeed, to be plain, 
my Lord, tho' Men of conſecrated Character have 
the Privilege to ſay what they pleaſe, yer ſhould 
Laymen ever repreſent the Church as independent of 
all ſecular Authority,” they would be deemed accom- 
pliſhed Aſſes, were it not —— that they are in dan- 
ger of loſing their Ears! 

«© The important Out-works of our eccleſiaſtical 
« Eſtabliſhment, the Corporation and Teſt- Atts,” 
next open to our View. | never fully diſcovered the 
Reaſon before, why our Church is always in dan- 
ger. In danger it will be always, my Lord, un- 
leſs fix d upon a more ſolid Baſis and Foundation. 
*Tis an undutiful Reflection from a Son of the 
Church, that has been nurſed with Tenderneſs in 
her Boſom, and ſhared in her choiceſt Bleſſings, to 
ſuggeſt that ſhe can't maintain her Ground withour 
invading the Rights of Mankind, Is the Authority 
of the Church to be ſupported not by dint of Rea- 
ſon, but by oppreſſive tyrannical Power? Maho- 
metiſm and Popery will of courſe rival her in all 
her Glories. My Lord, 'tis beneath the Character 
of a wiſe Maſter Builder to infinuate, that Church- 
Architeflure is never ſafe without ſuch political Scaf- 
folds and Buttreſſes to erect and ſupport it, Will 
your Lordſhip confeſs no Divinity but Power, and 
pay Homage to no God but that of Riches? Why 
ſo much Buſtle then about the Sacredneſs ot Church- 
Rights? Your Lordſhip has cleared up the Matter. 
Samſſon's Riddle, when applied to this, carries along 
with it no Myſtery at all. Out of the Eater comes 
forth Meat, and out of the Strong comes forth 

Sweetneſs. | 
But, my Lord, are theſe important Out. works of 
the Eſtabliſhment, of any Importance in recom- 
mending 

Charge 1. p. 42. 
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mending Virtue and Chriſtian Sincerity ? How pre- 


poſterous would ſuch a Declaration as this appear! 


— I ſolemnly commemorate the Sufferings of my 


Redeemer, with a View not to improve my Mo- 
rals, but to be qualified for a Poſt — in the 
Church or Army. No wonder, my Lord, if Infi- 
dels ridicule Chriſtianity, when Churchmen them- 
ſelves thus avowedly blaſpheme one of its moſt ſo- 
lemn Inſtitutions, Tis ſhocking to fee ſuch fla- 
grant and ſcandalous Wickedneſs encouraged. Bur 
I have ſo great a Veneration for the Orthodox Sons 
of the Church, that I would not put ſuch an Af- 
front upon their Honeſty, as to imagine that they 
are fincerg, when they repreſent the receiving the 
Euchariſt, as a Duty of great Solemnity and Im- 
portance, Did they believe this, they would at 
leaſt rival the Piety of — your Lordſhip can tell 
whom, and /remble at ſuch an infamous Proſtitution 
of it, to ſerve ambitious and worldly Views. The 
Corporation and Teſt-Acts are the imp:rtant Out- 
works of the Ejtabliſhment in the ſame Senſe as Racks, 
Inquiſitions, the Doctrines of Infallibility, Penan- 
ces, Pilgrimages, and Abſolutions, are the important 
Out-works of another Communion, They are cal- 
culated to eſtabliſh Craſt, to give Sanction to Su- 
perſtition, and raiſe up a Kingdom of tyranni- 
cal Prieſts upon the Ruins of Chriſt's Church and 
Kingdom, 

I leave your Lordſhip to give a full Looſe to 
your pathetic viſionary Fears, in the ſucceeding 
Pages, concerning the Diſtreſs and Danger of the 
Church. - Lord pity the miſerable Creature that 
has lain under ſuch bitter Anguiſh and Afiction. 
Reſtore Health, Ignorance, and Infallibility amongſt 
all her Sons. Propagate Tyranny, eſtabliſh Con- 
fuſion in the Land, Let Liberty ſicken, let Virtue 
die, and the Church will for ever live and reign in 


Peace. Let your Lordſhip ſay Amen to this, and 
be ler 
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Jet all good Churchmen bleſs you, and thoſe of 
your Lordſhip's Principles, as the Saviour of their 
Church and Nation, | 

As“ Pamela's Addreſs to an Heathen Deity, 
was canonized by the Adoption of the Royal Mar- 
ur; ſo I make no queſtion, if this Prayer ſhould 
- be adopted by your Lordſhip, but that it would be 
counted Orthodox, not only by all your Friends, 
but likewiſe by all the profeſſed Enemies to his pre- 
ſent Majeſty's Government and Adminiſtration, 
To ſhew with what Propricty it may be uſed by 
you, I ſhall tranſcribe ac length a few Paſſiges that 
contain a lively Image of your Lordſhip's Zeal for 
the Church . * 

* Arlocriticala Juncture, when common Chri- 
& ſtianity is treated with an avowed Contempt 
« and open Prophaneneſs; when an undiſguiſed 
% Immorality prevails ſo very generally; when 
& there is ſcarce Honeſty enough left to ſave the 
« Nation from downright Ruin; when, with re- 
« gard to the eſtabliſhed Church in particular, 
ce the royal Supremacy is profeſſedly expoſed as 
« inconſiſtent with the Rights of Conſcience, even 
that. Supremacy, which was the Ground-work 
of the Reformation among us from Popery, 
« wich was acknowledged and ſworn to by the 
© O FP:ritans themſelves, tho* now inconſiſtently 
enough diſowned and condemned in the new 
« Hiſtory and Vindication of them and their Prin- 
&« ciples; and that too, after a Toleration had been 
« allowed to the preſent Diſſenters, which was not 
* to the Puritans; when ſo deſtructive an At- 
« tempt has been made on the legal Maintenance 
« of the Clergy, as the late Tithe-Bill, and con- 
& ſcquentiy on the Subliitence of the Prieſthood, 

| and 


* A Prayer uſed by an imaginary Lady, in Sir P. S. Arca- 
dia, and uſed by King C. as his own, in the famous Eilon Ba- 
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and what is connected with it, I mean, the Fate 
of the Chriſtian Religion amongſt us; when, 
an Attack has been ſo lately made on the im- 
portant Out-works of our eccleſiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſhment, the Corporation and Teſt-Acts, 
with the greateſt Inſolence towards the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, and moſt undutiful Menaces of 
the civil Government, in the controverſial Pam- 
phlets on that Subject; when, under the ſolemn 
Pretence of reforming the A buſes of the eccleſi- 
aſtical Courts, all epiſcopal Authority has ſo 
lately been well-nigh undermined, or rather cut 
up by the Roots, in that Scheme of Reforma- 
tion, as it was originally formed: And if that 
Order had been rendered uſeleſs, as no doubt 
it would have been, though when ſtripp'd of all 
Authority, 1t is natural to infer, that the Reve- 
nues of it would have been ſoon thought uſeleſs 
too, to Men depriv'd of all real Authority; 
and that therefore the Order itſelf, in reſult 
of Things, might have been conſidered as ſuper- 
fluous, and perhaps, in due time, thought fit 
to be aboliſhed as inſignificant : When, again, 
Churches themſelves, the great Inſtruments of 
preſerving ſome Senſe of Religion among us, 
have lately been put in ſach a Method of Repairs, 
as probably would have ended in the irretrievable 


Ruin of the greater part of them in no long 
period of Time: When, likewiſe, the Correction 


of Abuſes of Matrimonial L.icences is well 


known to have beenlaboured in ſo abſurd a man- 
ner, as to have permitted the Marriage of Mi- 
nors of each Sex, without the Conſent of their 
Parents or Guardians; tho? the late pretended 
Reformation of eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, was 
originally founded on an irregular Marriage, 
and an abſurd Licence: When, once more, 
to compleat ſo be a Proſpect, the propoſed Re- 

formation 
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ic formation of epiſcopal Juriſdiction, has derived 
« jts Origin from ſome Perſons that have profeſſed 
4 no ſmall Zeal for the Church of England, but 
% who have not diſdained to copy after the avowed 
« Adyerſaries of the Church, in the beginning of the 
«« Times of Confuſion : When theſe melancholly 
4 Circumſtances, I ſay, have ſo lately concurred, 
* (the Conſequences of which, are not perhaps, ſo 
4 generally underſtood by the parochial Clergy, 
<« in parts remote from the great Scene of Buſineſs, 
« as they ought to be) it is natural to infer from 
« the whole, that our Zeal for the eſtabliſhed 
« Church, ought to bear a juſt Proportion to the 
« Danger of its preſent Situation; as likewiſe, 
that it ought to be ſuitable to our Knowledge of 
« its Conſtitution, in conſequence of the molt dili- 
« gent Enquiries into the Grounds and Foundation 
« of it. If theſe are not proper Occaſions for 
« zeal for our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, it is not 
<« eaſy to aſſign Circumſtances that may juſtly de- 
« mand it.” 

Surely, my Lord, Cain's Curſe has been entailed 
upon the Church in theſe latter Ages. — Every one 
that finds me will /ay me. — I'll not pretend to 
ſay, that *tis for the ſame Reaſon, becauſe it de- 
lights in Bloodſhed and lordly lawleſs Juriſdiction, 
where it has no right to exert any Authority at all. 
But, my Lord, it may be neither uninſtructive nor 
unentertaining, to take a View how this eccleſiaſti- 
cal Shuttle-cock, the Danger of the Church, has been 
play*d about on different and repeated Occaſions. 
The Danger of the Church was warmly urged to 
bring the glorious Revolution into Diſgrace; the 
Danger of the Church was pleaded againſt the Act 
of Toleration, for weak and ſcrupulous Conſciences. 
The Danger of the Church was likewiſe the 
Foundation of the Schiſm-Bill ; the Danger of the 
Church betrayed the brave Catalans, and patched 


of 
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op the ſcandalous Peace of Utrecht. — The Danger 
of the Church was at the head of the Preſton Re- 
bellion; and the Danger of this tottering unwieldy 
Fabric has nurs'd all the rude Inſolencies offered 
to his preſent Majeſty's Government, whom may 
God long preſerve, About the thirtieth of Fanu- 
ary the Church is yearly in more imminent Dan- 
ger, as has been obſerved by Sir Richard Steele, in 
his incomparable Letter to the Pope, A Treatiſe I 
would recommend to the frequent and diligent Per- 
uſal of your Lordſhip. But one would think, 
from the Continuance of that Anniverſary, that God 
Almighty pays but ſmall Regards to the Cries and 
Prayers of the Church, and that the Prieſts, what- 
ever Intereſt they may have on Earth, have bur 
little in Heaven 3 inaſmuch that they have been 
praying near a hundred Years, for the forgiveneſs of 
one Sin, and yet by God, as well as Men, unfor- 
given ſtill; for ſolemn Party Rage, and Party Pray- 
ers, are yet annually obſerved on the Occaſion. 

In the Year 1905, the Complaints of the Danger 
of the Church ſpread abroad to diſtract the King- 
dom with unreaſonableand groundleſs Diſtruſts and 
Jealouſies, incurr*d a ſevere Cenſure from the Legiſ- 
lature of the Nation, and “ it was reſolved, by the 
„Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons 
in Parliament aſſembled, That the Church of Exg- 
« land, as by Law eſtabliſhed, which was reſcued 
«« from the extremeſt Danger, by King William 
the Third, of glorious Memory, is now, by 
„God's Bleſſing, under the happy Reign of her 
« preſent Majeſty, in a moſt ſafe and flouriſhing 
« Condition ; and that whoſoever goes about to 
« ſuggeſt theChurch is in Danger under her Ma- 
„ jeſty's Adminiſtration, is an Enemy to the 
„Queen, the Church, and the Kingdom.” — 
You dare not ſuggeſt, my Lord, but that our pre- 
ſent gracious Sovereign, is as cordial and ſincere a 

Friend 
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Friend to the Church as the late — — Anne. 
Should your Lordſhip's Outceries therefore, of the 
Church's Danger, be deemed worthy of Parliamen- 
tary Notice, muſt you not expect in parliamentary 
Language, to be marked out as an Enemy to his 
Majeſty, the Church, and the Kingdom? Would 
you not be attainted with propagating Faction, and 
promoting unreaſonable and groundlels Diſtruſts and 
Jealouſies among the King's liege Subjects? Is this 
the Commiſſion, my Lord, that you have been 
entruſted with from Haven? Or this the diſtinguiſ- 


ing Character which is your boaſted Claim? If ſo, 


let i it be deſpiſed, let it be unenvied, but let it never 
be imitated by any true Proteſtants, or any ſincere 
Lovers of their Country. According to your Lord- 
ſhip, * tis dangerous to attempt any further Refor- 
mations in che Church, tho“ you acknowledge 
ſuch Reformations are wanting. You allow there 
are leſſer Deficiencies in our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
tion, and yet the remedying of theſe ought not to 
baattempted, Such inconſiſtent innovating Schemes 
can never do Honour to Chriſtianity ; and tho? 
they may take with the beſotted Part of the Na- 
tion, ſuch as are Enthuſiaſts for Craft and Power, 
yet they'll meet with a juſter Fate from all Men of 
ſound Reaſon and ſober Underſtandings. 
I find it is aſſerted by your Lordſhip, < that the 
* profeſſed Friengs of the Church, are entring into a 
„ Conſpiracy againſt it. I can't appropriate the 
Honour of this Remark, ſolely to your Lord- 
« ſhip, — I have oft heard as much from a tumul- 
*« tous Rabble at Country Elections *. Some 
©« Perſons that have profeſſed no ſmall zeal for the 
* Church of Eg, have not diſdained to copy af- 
e ter the avctoed Adverſaries of the Church, in the 
« beginning of the times of Confuſion, Who were 
+ thole avowed Adverſaries, my Lord? Hampden 
« and 
* 1 Charge, p. 44. 
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& and other illuſtrious Patriots, whoſe Names will 
engage a grateful] Reverence, when little Pam- 
© phleteers, that deal about common-place Rage 

** and Invective,will be either deſpiſed or forgotten. o 
"Tis ſaid by your Lordſhip, “ foreign Proteſtants 
are not to be moleſted, but our diſſenting Pro- 
„ reſtants “ at home, demand a very different 
Conduct. That is, according to your Lordſhip. 
« as we differ from them in our Notions concerning 
the Importance of Ceremonies, and the Pity of 
4e Impoſitions. ſo neither ought we to be united 
* with them in an amicable Intercourſe, and Chari- 
table Sentiments as to other Matters. Let our 
« Charity towards them extend no further than 
eue are directed by Self- intereſt and Advantage. 
Let them be painted as ſo many Monſters in na- 
« ture, Repreſent them in the ſame Views as In- 
« fidels do High-Churchmen, a Pack of Knaves 
„ and Enthuſiaſts. Bur, Þ in point of Prudence, 
« ſays your Lordſhip, let us not give any juſt Suſ- 
* picions of our Diſguſt to the legal Toleration of 
« them.“ In point of Prud: nee, 1s this the higheſt 
Pitch of your Lordſhip's Charity and Religion ? 
Are your Lordſhip's bt for Chriftionity aſlzep ? 
Or are the divine Rights of Tithes and Epiſcopicy, 
the only Eſſentials of your Lordſhip's Faith? Ty 
point of Prudence, we are not to appear open Advo- 

cates for Perſecution, — The Times won't bear this. 
—— The Church is /ic+ and in Danger, for we have 
a Proteſtant Prince on the Throne, who will not be 
jockey'd by Eccleſiaſties out of the Affections and 
Liberties of his Subjects. — In point of Prudence, we 
muſt ſit eaſy under theſe melancholy Circumſtances, 
and not attempt to cruſh thoſe whom the Legi/lature 
believes to be our Fellow-Creatures, But, my Lord, 
it requires no great Degree of Saintſhip to prophe. 


{y, what would be their ate, were it lett to your 
12 Lord. 


* Charge 1. p. 46. + Ibid. 
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Lordſhip's charitable Deciſion, Were it prudential, 
you would readily concur in the good work of cur- 
fing and dragooning theſe Heretics into their right 
Minds. Were it prudential, the Act de Heretico 
comburendo ſhould be publickly defended, and 
Smithfield Flames ſhould never ſleep or die, I would 
gladly be informed, whether Prudentials conſtitute 
the whole of your Lordſhip's Religion ? Whether 
our Loyalty, like our Charity, is to be carried on in 
point of Prudence, my Lord? Whether it be notin 
point of Prudence only, that you ſwear Allegiance to 
the King, and acknowledge the Royal Supremacy. 
EI would hkewiſe ſubmit it to your Lordſhip's 
judicious Determination, whether Points of Virtue, 
of Hon-ſty, of Conſci-nce, ought to pay homage to 
points of Prudence, or not? But perhaps your Lord- 
ſhip may not think it a point of Prudence, to give a 
determinate Anſwer to this. In point of Prudence, 
« we are not to give any juſt Suſpicions, that we 
«© envy or grudge them that Indulgence allowed 
them, of worſhipping God after their own man- 
<* ner, and of enjoying without Diſturbance, the 
« Dictates of their own Conſciences,” I find, my 
Lord, our diſſenting Proteſtants are juſt as much 
indebted to your Lordſhip, as good Chriſtians are 
to him whoſe diſtinguiſhing Character is, that he 
ſeeks whom he may devour, They are in no Dan- 
ger from him, becauſe — he is not in a Capacity to 
hurt or deſtroy them. In point of Prudence, we are 
not to hang or burn them for ſaying their Prayers, 
tho* our Af/iduity in collecting Church-Titbes, ſhould 
allow us no time to pray ourſelves, But if they de- 
cry Eſtabliſhments, were it in our power, Ven- 
geance and Blood ſhould purſue them ! Let the 
Sword be girt on, and heath it in their Gore and 
Bowels! Thele are the natural Conſequences of 
your Lordſhip's Zeal; 

But, it ſeems, they are ſo fond of Power, or Poſts 
of 
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of Authority, as to labour at breaking down the 
Fences of the eſtabliſhed Church, and thereby 
place themſelves on a level with the national Eſta- 
bliſhment, on Occaſion of merely ſecular Matters 
that are confeſſedly foreign to our religious Pre- 
tenſions . How can Chriſtianity ſuffer, if thoſe 
Fences were broken down, that your Lordſhip ac- 
knowledges to be of no Importance to Religion? 
But, it ſeems, Luſt after Power and Poſts of Autho- 
rity, tho* foreign to religious Pretenſions, yet are ſo 
far from being foreign, that they are eſſential to the 
Character of a good Churchman. | 

Tho' weak Fanatics may diſcover an avowed Con- 
tempt of ſecular matters, when they ſtand in com- 
petition with their Duty, yet I am {till willing to 
believe, that you will not admit ſecular Matters to 
be foreign to your Lordſbip's religious Pyetenſions. 
The Reader will agree with me, when he reflects on 
what you have aſſerted on Tithe-Bills and the Fate 
of Chriſtianity, being immediately and neceſſarily 
connected. According to this, the Property of the 
Almighty ought to be transferr'd to his Vicegerents ; 
the Earib, and the fullneſs thereof, ſhould be no lon- 
ger the Lord's, but the Clergy's. 

How far the Government * has exerted itſelf in 
« quaſhing the Tithe-Bill and Corprration and Teſt - 
« As,” is none of my Buſineſs to conſider. It in 
fact it be ſo, I preſume, my Lord, they don't think 
themſelves much obliged to you for the Diſcovery; 
and perhaps they would not, in point of Prudence, 
truſt your Lordſhip with a Secret, as ſoon as a Tranſ- 
lation, | 

„ Qur Zeal for the Conſtitution of the national 
* Church, ought to be accompanied with Charity 
„ towards thoſe who unhappily diſſent from it:“ 
Yes, in point of Prudence, my Lord, I ſhall not en- 
ter into the Reaſon that obliged your Lordſhip to 

take 
Charge 1. p. 42. 5 
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take notice of the Innovation complained of in your 
Dioceſe, with reference to the Burial of the bap- 
tized Children of Proteſtant Diſſenters *. Nor 
ſhall I, at this time, take upon me to enquire; 
whether Baptiſm was intended as a ſtanding Diſ- 
penſation in the Chriſtian Church, or was to be of 
temporary Duration. This is obvious to all, that 
the Commiſſion given the Apoſtles to baptize, ex- 
tended no further than to themſelves. Pl! be with 
you to the end of the World, Will any one pre- 
tend that God Almighty has always been with the 
Prieſthood, or that he has danced Attendance upon 
a corrupt tyrannical Clergy ? This is certain, my 
Lord, that Baptiſm has oft been repreſented more 
like a Charm, than a rational uſeful Inſtitution. 
Some time ago, an orthodox Divine in your Lord- 
ſhip's Dioceſe too, adminiſtring private Baptiſm to 
an Infant, the Water was brought in a wooden 
Bowl. The Ceremony being concluded, the Re- 
verend Enthuſiaſt to ok occaſion to addreſs the Pa- 
rent in the following manner: Sir, You are to un- 
derſtand, this Bowl has been conſecrated by virtue 
ot my Prieſtiy Autbority and Fundtion. It would be 
Sacrilege to defile it for any vulgar Uſe and Service, 
and therefore, by way of prevention, I take the J 
berty to burn it. Accordingly he diſpoſed of the 
wooden Idol, and warm'd himſelf by the Fire his 
Zeal had kindled. I preſume, my Lord, had it 
been a ſilver Bowl, he would have acted with a ſtill 
greater holy Caution, and to preſerve it from Pol- 
lution, would have taken the liberty to have ap- 
propriated it to himſelf, as a ſacred Treaſure apper- 
taining to the Church, — I mention this, in Honour 
of your Lordſhip, ro ſhew that the Zeal you re- 
commend for the Church, has not been loſt upon 
your Clergy. 


Having confidered many Specimens of your 
Lord- 


Charge 1. p. 49. 
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Lerdſhip's Zeal, we are now arrived at one Inſtance 
of your Charity. Tis granted by you, that bap- 
tized - Diſſenters are — Chriſtians. But what are 
ve to underſtand by their being Chriſtians at large? 
Are they poſſeſſed of more generous catholic Prin- 
ciples, or a more benevolent Character than thoſe 
who belong to our Church and Communion ? Or 
doth your Lordſhip mean, that they are the Droſs 
of Nature, and the Refuſe of the World. I promiſe 
to ſee this explained by your Lordſhip, in a Key to 
your Charge, whenever the World is favoured with 
a ſecond Edition of it. Lou have entred into 
ſome Particulars, to contribute to ſet ſcrupulous 
Clergymen right. But this is to be effected in a 
more compendious way, than by dint. of Reaſon- 
ing and Perſuaſion ; a Scarf, a Ring, and a Funeral 
Sermon, is an approved and infallible Remedy, my 
Lord, to remove the Scruples of all conſcientious 
Vicars, Curates, or Biſhops, concerning the lawful- 
neſs of burying Proteſtant Diſſenters in conſecrated 
Clay, I flatter myſelf, that this Preſcription will 
not fail of ycur Lord/hip's favourable Recommen- 
dation. 

I have the Pleafure to agree with you, my Lord, 
that all Encomiums of our eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
tion, are vain and infignificant Things, unleſs we 
ſhew the great Advantage of it in the Influence it 
has on our Lives and Converſations, It doth not 
neceſſarily follow, that the Sons of the Church are 
Heirs of Heaven, becauſe they inherit a great Part 
of the Wealth and Power of the Nation. Zeal for a 
Hierarchy, 1s not always attended with common 
Honeſty, much leſs is it an infallible Token of di- 
vine Grace, Nor doth it follow, that becauſe our 
Names are enrolled in the 'Regiſter, that therefore 
they are writ in the Book of Life, Your Lord- 
ſhip well knows that conſecrated Bricks, Clay, and 
Timber have been the Idol- Divinities of modern 

1 imes, 
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Times. Epiſcopal Benedictions have made Stocks 
and Stones as wiſe and holy, as thoſe who beſtow- 
ed the Bleſſing upon them. A religious Reverence 
has been paid to Beings that have neither Eyes to 
ſee, Ears to hear, nor Hearts to conceive ; and 
not only they who werſbip, but they who canonized 
them, have been like unto them, and fo is every on- 
that iruſteth in them. But, my Lord, I would 
gladly be informed, whether the beauty of Holineſs 
can conſiſt in things that have neither Beauty nor 
Holineſs in them. As it is the. People that conſti- 
rutes the Church, ſo tis a good People that makes a 
good Church, a People orthodox in their Lives, that 
makes an orthodox Church; tho' a low ſottiſn pro- 
fligate Deportment, is an eſſential Charafteriſtic of 
an infallible Church ; and whilſt the glorious Pillars 
of it are ſober enough to ſand upon their own 
Limbs, their Church will be in Danger of falling. 
Where ſuch a Spirit prevails, Chriſtianity muſt 
Janguiſh under its malignant and baneful Influence. 
We may as ſoon expect the Devil to turn Mora- 
liſt, or a Miſer to be charitable and honeſt, as hope 
that a Prieſt hood ſhould reform the World, that are 
themſelves profeſſed Enemies to the Principles of Li- 
berty and Reformation. The moſt elevated Preten- 
ſions to Sanctity, unleſs adorned by a ſuitable Con- 
duct, like the Charms of a common Proſtitute, loſe 
all their Beauty and Force, 

Rather, therefore, my Lord, than conſecrate Ty- 
ranny with an Air of Devotion ; rather than adopt 
unc hriſtian Uſurpations into our excellent Church; 
rather than metamorphoſe the Clergy into Harpies, 
exert your Zeal in recommending moral Virtue, Be- 
nevolence and Charity, to their Choice and Efteem, 
Let the Language of the Pulpit be Peace and Truth. 
Set an Example before your Brethren, firſt, to 
preach, and next of all, to preach not themſelves, 
but — Chriſt Jeſus, Convince them, my Lord, 

that 
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that it will give a greater Dignity to their Charac 
ter, to be Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, than to be 
the Pimps of a Faction, the Lacqueys of Infallibi 
lity, and the Promoters of Strife and Wrath. But 
your Lordſhip is no Friend to Innovations in the 
Church, and therefore poſſibly may reje& all 
this. 

Many have been deemed Enemies to the Church, 
for no other Reaſon, in the Opinion of fallible Men, 
than their Attachment to uncorrupt [Chriſtianity ; 
and Infidels have thought, that more have incurt'd 
the Cenſure of eccleſiaſtical Damnation for their Ho- 
neſty, than for their want of Grace, Tis paſſible, 
nay, tis common to be a good Churchman, without 
ever attending the Services of the Church at all; and 
yet an Apoſtate from the Church, has been counted 
a more dreadful Hydra, than an Apoſtate from 
Grace and Goodneſs, I am led to theſe Reflec- 
tions, by what your Lordſhip obſerves, that your 
Adverſaries, that is, as you have explained 
yourſelf, thoſe who diſſent from us, are gone off 
from that outward Appearance of Sanctity, and Seve- 
rity of Morals, with which thoſe of their Party firſt 
ſer out, and varniſhid over the Cauſe of Puritaniſm, 
and the ſubſequent Separation, If this Remark 

ſhews any thing, beſides Weakneſs and Malice, it 
muſt be this, — that an outward Appearance of Sanc- 
tity, a mere Varniſh of Piety, is all that your Lord- 
ſhip thinks neceſſary to recommend to your Clergy. 
But, my Lord, doth it not betray the moſt accom- 
pliſned Partiality, that that Scverity of Morals 
ſhould, on all former Occafions, be repreſente | by 
Men of your Lordſhip's Principles, as Fanaticiim 
and Enthuſiaſm, and that the Refinements of that 
Party ſhould now be arraigned, as proceeding from 
want of Zeal, 

I muſt not forget to take notice of your Lord- 
ſhip's charitable Diſpoſition, in treating all thoſe as 

your 


(66) 

your Adverſaries, who entertain any Notions diffe- 
rent from thoſe which are eſtabliſhed. Inſtead of 
ſay ing we are Brethren, why ſhould we fall out by 
the way? *Tis thought*proper to kindle Men's Paſ- 
fions againſt them, and make them eaſier Sacrifices 
to the Zealand Devotion of a Mob, But, my Lord, 
why are they counted Adverſaries ? Do they hate 
Biſhops ? No, they wiſh we had many more 
that — would be wiſe, faithful and honeſt. Do 
they declare againſt Chriſtianity ? No, they 
conſeſs the Bible to be the only infallible Rule and 
Standard! Do they decry a Miniſtry in the Church? 
— No, they oppoſe only thoſe who would lord it 
over God's Heritage, and claim Dominion over 
their Faith. Do their Clergy ſwear Allegiance to 
the King, and as under God, the ſupreme Ruler of 
the Church; and yet place themſelves on a level 
with the civil Conſtitution itſelf ; nay, independent of 
all ſecular Authority? — No, they have appeared 
hearty Friends to the Proteſtant Government and 
Succeſſion, without Equivocation, and without 
Reſerve; and, which is more, without any Proſpect 
of railing themſelves to any Epiſcopal Dignities or 
Honours! Can theſe be your Reaſons, why they 
are treated as your Adverfari-s, my Lord? I leave 
your Lordſhip to determine this. — 

I paſs by your Complaints of the ill Morals and 
Infidelity of the Age, as having been already con- 
ſidered, and proceed to conſider the Characters you 
attribute to the Clergy *. _—— They are Chriſt's 
Ambaſſadors. — *T'1s with Pleaſure I exprefs the 
high Veneration I owe to worthy and learned Cler- 
gy men, ſuch as appear to be Perſons of Candor, 
Knowledge and Integrityz and ſuch there be, who 
are an Ornament to human Nature. But in gene- 
ral, are nor thoſe who profeſs themſelves Miniſters 


of the Chriitian Diſpenſation, ſubject to like Paſ- 
ſions 
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ſions with others, as covetous, as tyrannical, as im- 
moral, and as ignorant as others? Are theſe Chriſt's 
Ambaſſadors? As for my part, I entertain a high- 
er Notion of the Author of the Chriſtian Religion, 
than to believe that he would intruſt either Fools or 
Knaves with a ſolemn Embaſſy and Commiſſion, not 
to mention that thoſe whom your Lordſhip repre- 
ſents as the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and conſequently 
of Love and. Peace, have frequently been the Pro- 
moters of Diſcord, and the Heralds of Wrath and 
Deſftiruftion. Are they Watchmen? — Let them 
watch over Souls as well as Tithes! And let them 
Pray not for Wealth, which is a Blefling they en- 
Joy in common with the reſt of Mankind, but for 
Truth and Grace! Are they Shepherds ? — Let 
them feed as well as ſheer their Flocks, and let them 
not turn a Houſe of Prayers into a Den of Thieves, 
and gull Men of their Fortunes and Underſtandings 
together! Have they ſpiritual Powers that are in 
their own nature diſtinft from, and independent of all 
civil Authority? Let them produce their Cre- 
dentials ! Who would have imagined Hicks, Alter- 
bury, Sacheverel, and Woolſton, to have been the 
Commiſſioners of Heaven? But perhaps the laſt 
forfeited his Commiſſion, by writing againſt your 
Lordſhip; by declaring, that he loved and honour- 
ed the whole Royal Family, and that he prayed 
for them without pay; which, if we may believe an 
12 is more than any B-----p in the Kingdom 
th. a 

It ſeems, they are likewliſe the * Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles ; — ſome have thought them to be an ille - 
gitimate Brood, that have no Traces of their pre- 
tended Fathers Features; and tho? I can't ſay they 
work for their Livelihood, yet like many more of 
their Fraternity, they are obliged to the Pariſh for 
a Maintenance; or otherwiſe obtain Pen/tons for 
K 2 | keeping 
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keeping out of it, and reſiding any where but — 
where their Duty calls them. 

However, I muſt not omit tranſcribing a few 
Paragraphs which have been already referr'd tg, 
that may give further Light into this matter, ----- 
« * Apreeable to the ſpiritual Commiſſion, we 
have received from our great Maſter himſelf, by 
<« the Succeſſion of his appointed Church-Officers, 
e in fo many Ages, and by vindicating on all pro- 
* per Occaſions, thoſe ſpiritual Powers that have 
been ſo derived, as in their own Nature diſtin 
«© from, and independent of all ſecular Authority, 
« Theſe we find are maligned by Perſons that 
« either have no ju/t Senſe of any Religion, or that 
„ have no Pretence to thoſe Powers by Succeſſion, 
* nor indeed by any thing but an ill founded, and 
frequently an enthuſiaſtical Call; and therefore 
no wonder they are ſo exaſperated againſt us, 
* when we refuſe to give up our diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
« ratter, and /ink ourſelves into a level with them. 
© The ſceptical Writers on this Subject, pretend 
that we have derived our ſpiritual Commiſſion, 
„ thro' the impure Canal, as they call it, of the 
« Church of Rome, and therefore betray a ſtrong 
«© Diſpoſition to invalidate our Orders,” I would 
gladly be informed, my Lord, what theſe Rights 
of Succeſſion are founded upon. ---- I doubt it will 
appear to be according to Firebrand Tarluffe's 
Account of the matter, the Inſtrument of their 
Power being thrown by Phaeton * * ----- 

I have known a Cobler, may it pleaſe your Lord- 
ſhip, that could not earn Bread by his Trade, yet 
has been dubb'd a Prieſt in our Church eſtabliſh'd; 
and to do him Juſtice, he cobled Divinity as 
wretchedly as old Shoes. Was this your reverend 


Brother, 
* Tbid. 
1 * Into the Son ths Nies ns fo dama?r'd it, 
Toat aons but Prieſts could ever readit ſince. 
; Paſquin, 


( 69 ) 
Brother, my Lord, within the Line of Succeſſion ? 
If not, I ſuſpect there will be many more upon an 
equal footing. But allowing theſe ſpiritual Claim- 
ants their Pretenſions, yet what do they ſucceed the 
Apoſtles in? It may be ſaid, --- in their unacquain- 
tauce with humanLearning; but tis hoped none will 


pretend that they ſucceed them in the Gifts of the 


Spirit. They ſucceed likewiſe, in what the Abo- 
files never bad.. ſome hundreds or thouſands a 
year, They ſucceed the Apoſtles too in hoſe very 
things which they honeſtly rejected, ----- lordly Pride 
and prelatical Juriſdiction. When Paul and Barna- 
bas were repreſented as Gods, that came down in 
the likeneſs of Men, they expreſſed a generous In- 
dignation at the miſtaken Homage that was paid 
them. But their Succeſſors, it ſeems, aſſume the 
Image of Gods, and refuſe to give up this diſtinguiſhing 
Character, ſo as to ſink themſelves into a level with 
Men, They muſt be ſceptical with a witneſs, my 
Lord, who dare preſume to call the Church of 
Rome that holy infallible Mother, an impure Canal, 


thro* which you derive your Commiſſion ? A Church 


impure that abounds with pure #nſophiſticated Wines 
and Gold ! Theſe ſceptical Writers are a Tribe of cra- 
zy Enthuſiaſts. *Tis an impure Canal, as they call 
it, but your Lordſhip knows better things. 


Thus, my Lord, as far as comported with my 
Deſign, have I examin'd the moſt remarkable Par- 
riculars in your iwo Charges to your Clergy. My 
View has been to do Honour to Chriſtianity, and 
as far as is conſiſtent therewith to your Lordſhip. 
What has been advanced, proceeds from the moſt 
ſacred Regards to Liberty, to Virtue, and to Man- 
kind. If, my Lord, you ſhould think it neceſſary 
to have ſome Animadverſions upon what is written, 
the Author begs leave to inform you, that he'll be 
always ready to hear what is offer'd by Men of 
diſtiu- 
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diſtinguiſhing Charafter ; but ſhall thinle BiniſelF a- 
boye taking notice of any hired Miſcellanits; that 
retail Stupidity and Scandal. Wiſhing your Lord- 
ſhip a happy and ſpeedy Tranſlation in his World, I 
don't mean to the next: I have only to add, that if 
convinc'd of any Miſtakes in what T have advanced. 
believe me, my Lord, I ſhall publickly retract, and 
as publickly ſubſcribe myſelf, the very Reverſe of 
Eccleſiaſtical Subſcribers, ſincerely, and without 


Pay, | 


Your LoRDsniP's 


Moſt dutiful Son and Servant, 


in the Bonds of Uninterrupted 
Succeſſion and Infallibility, 
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DHILEMON to Hyopasyrs, relating a ſecondConverſa- 
| tion, with Hortenſius upon the Subject of falſe Religion, in 
which is aſſerted, the general Lawfulneſs of Pleaſure, and the 
extravagant Severities of ſome religious Syſtems, are ſhewn to 
be a direct Contradiction tothe natural Appointment and Conſti- 
tution of CO In two Parts. 
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